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Pure Religion, and undefiled before God, and the Fa- 
theryts this : Towiſit the Fatherleſs and Widnys, 
in their eAfiittions, and to keep himſelf unſported 
from the World, Jan. 1.27. . . 

In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Deftrines, the 
commaxaments of men, Mat, 15.9. | 

Come je bleſſed of my Father, itherit the K ing dome 
prepared for you. FOR I was an hurgry, and ye 
gave me Meat : 1 mas thirſty, and ye gave mp} 
Drink : 1 was a Stranger and jt took me w Na-| 
hed, and ye clothed me, &c. Mat. 25.545 3 55 26, 

Woe be to you Scrites and Phariſees z Hypaerites ; for 
ye ſhut up the K 1ngAom of Heaver: ap ainrft men: for 
navieuther go 11 your ſelves, re:ther ſaffer ye them 
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that are emringyto goin Mit 23 13.1.4. 
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proveeooveever 
To the Reader. 


READER, , 


Have here ſet before thee the whole buſinsſs between Mr. 
Baxrer 'and my ſelf, intreating thee to bear with ſuch __ 
faults, as happily thou mayſt apprebend eithey in me or 

> the Pook;and the rather let me move thee bereunts : Firſt, 
Becanſe I may requite thee with the like kindneſs, whes ever 
thou ſhalt be provoked, in like manger to make thy Defence, 
being open!y fa upon, by ſuch a potent Aſſavlant as now I have 
been. Sccoadly, becauſe it is more then. probable, that thou 
and 1(as well as allother men) may be - 6 n apprehend - 
ing of errors, when indeed and ia truth, the Error may be 
and many times is meerly in 0ur own. apprehenſioa,being much 
vitiated by Cuftom and Education, Woereſore I adviſe thee, 
once and again, ſeriouſly and impartially ts conſider the whole 
matter over and over : and then alſo not haſt ly to cater into 
the ſcat of Fudgment ;, becauſe things of ſuch high, dep and 
weighty concernment nced always due and exatt weighing,and 
that with ſutable Balances, wherein bumane learning muſ 
weither have the pre-emiarnce, nor bear any ſway at all. 

And ſpecially in thy judging, be very ſollicitous ani ex- 
teeding careſul ſo to dot it, as neithe; to wrong the Truth nor 
thy own conſcience : For af thou do:ſt, I aſſure thee ( whoſoe- 
wer thor art ) all the Honour and Advantage,' Piofit and 
Piiferment, which v4” am ether retain or get thereby, will 
prove il y unreparable damage ar lap, 

Pray with me, therefore, that the ey's of aur underftand- 
inzs may be opened, and anointed with Ey2-ſalve ; thit we | 

may cleail; ſee, perfect'y arprebend, and certain'y judge be- 

tween both Perſons and th;nss that d ffer : And i 890 mean 
r:192, 10 —_— m:tual Charity and fo; bearance one towards 
another ; ( at leeft ) until ou;*Tgnorances be much lefs,and owr 
Au!hoi:ly much moe, 10 judge one anothyt in theſe matieiy, 


Worceſter, this 2 5. of 


Farewel, 
March 1658, 


(1] 
2805806600: 
Reader , | am againſt my 

will provoked by Ri- 
chard Baxter, to make 
here my juſt Defence a- 
vainſt lome charge laid 
upon me by the name of 
lem. Writer , ma Pam- 
phlet of his,[NnTI1TuLED, 
A ſecond Sheet for the Mt- 
nſtry,wherein though he 
ſomething miſtakes m 
name, yet | ſuppoſe] am 


the Perſon he ayms art. 


BASS; He firſt Charge is 19 p.6,thus : 


SE 


ef That Clem. Wricer 10/d him, 
| > That no man is bound to belizue 
- WY that Ch wiſh did riſe again, or 

*EDE) the reſt of (briſtianty, that 


ſeth not Miracles his; T4 to prove its 
B Hn'w, 


2 

Axſw.t, 1 deny theſe words in manner, 
form, and ſence, to be ever ſpoken by me. 

And 2, If any ſuch words, or, of like 
import, were ſpoken by me, ir was tv this 
effc& and meaning ; ( vamely,) That no 
unconverted or unbelieving man, is bound 
by God upon pain of damnation to believe 
and obey the Goſpel, withont Divine evi- 
dence, to attelt unto him the trurh thereof ; 
whereon undonbredly ro ground chat his 
faich,&c, 

This long bath been, yet is, and muſt be 
my jadgement , until 1 am otherwiſe 1n- 
formed ; and I conceive, there are ſuffici- 
ent grounds both from Scripture and Ren- 
{on, to-.confirm me therein, Bur I leave irc 
ro Gods will, (not determining) what Di- 
vine evidence he pleaſe to uſe for that pur- 
pole, whether Signs, Wonders, diverſitics 
of Tongues,Miracles, caſting our of Devils, 
curing of the Lame, healing of che Sick, rai- 
ſing of the Dead ; for 1 finde, that by theſe, 
and other the like demonſtrations of the 
powerful works and gifts of the Spirir, 
he uſnally confirmed the Word every- 
where, preach'd by his trae Miniſters for 
the converſion of mento the Faith of the 
Goſpel ; inſomuch, as by the meer ſhadow 
of Petey, and by the very handkerchiefs of 
P aulywere (pecial Miracles and many Cures 
wreuzhr, as my be ſeen in Mark 16.30 


Heb.2.4 6.2. Att.5.1 4,1 5,16. Att.8.6,7. _ 


1 Cor 2.4, Compared with At.19.11,12 
18,19, 20, and mavy other places. And 
þ | 4 
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as for Tongues, theſe were for 2 fign, not 
for them that believe, bur for them thac 
believe nor, 1 (0r.14,22. And we like- 
wiſe finde, that the end of Chrifts ſending 
of theſe powerfnl gifts of the Spirir, (to 
abide wich his true Miniftry and Church 
for ever, Job, 14:16.) was chiefly to con- 
vince the unbelicving world, Joh,16.8. 
Thereby (net onely co afford them (ſnc- 
ceſlively in all Ages) an infallible ground 
of Faith, bnt alſo) co bring them under 
onile of mnch fm, if chey obeyed nor 
the Goſpel ; whick otherwiie would bave 
been no fin at all in them, Joh.15.,24, And 
hence ic was, that the Apoſtles themſelves 
were commanded to fiey until they were 
endued wich pewer from on high, co enable 
them to do thoſe mighty Works for the 
atreftariorof the truth of their Miſſion and 
Meſſage, for the converfion of men to the 
Faith of che Goſpel, Luk.24.49. Aft.1.448. 
And it's likewiſe worrhy our Obſerva- 
tion , That neicher the rwelve, nor yer the 
ſeventy, were ſenc ont ar firſtynptil they had 
power given them over Devils and diſeaſes, 
&c. whereby to enable them by Divine 
Evidence, to atreſt che truth of that their 
Miſſion, althovgh they were then ſent bur 
to preach in the Land of Jude only, Mar, 
10,5,6. Luk,10.1.&c, And theſe being per- 
flops meerly of the ſame Language, Kindred, 
and Conntry > might therefore have chal- 
levged to have been credired by the Jews, 


\ngl 920n their owp bare ceſtimony oply , with- 
Ouc 


as 
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cut producivg any Divine Evidence at all (if 
any had been foto be credited :) Yet nei- 
ther were they, not ought they (ner Chrilt 
himſelf) co be fo credired in theſe matters, 
as is molt evident, Joh.1 0.37. Joh, 5.314345 
36. compared with Joh.1 5.24, And lince 
that none of theſe were, nor onghr to be 
ſo credited; how then dare any mortal 
man or men (of what degree, order, ſorr, 
or company ſoever, now upon the face of 
the Earth) aflume, or challevge to theme 
ſelves any ſuch Auchoricy or Divine Prero- 
oative over any other man or men whatſo- 
ever ? - For, as the Divine Evidences were” 
formerly, ſo are they yer (for the very ſame 
ends and purpoſes.) till uſeful and neceſſary 
to accompany the Miniſtry, (and ſo will they 
alway accompany the true Miniſtry) for the 
converſion of men to the Faith of the 

Goſpel, | 
Bur for R. B. thus to extend my words 
beſides or beyond my meanive, or to con- 
five them ſhore chereof;is not to be allowed 
by me, nor can it reaſonably be approved by 
avy man:for,yhereas my meaniny is limited 
onely to the conyerfion of unbelievers , 
he extends them to any, whether conver- 
red or unconverted ; as if I had been o 
Irrational, as co ſay or think , That no man, 
afrer his Converhon to the Faith of the 
Goſpel , was bonnd to believe or practiſe 
any other. or further Duty of Chriſtianity, 
wichour ſome new Miracle ( yea , new Mi- 
racles ) done in his fight, to prove it ; for 
ſo 
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ſo much in eff:& his Charge amonnts nnto, 

And wio would ever thipk KR, B. to be ſo 
void of underſtanding, or ingenuity rather, 
as to lay ſuch and fo icrational an alperfion 
upon any man that neyer did or thonzhc him 
harm ? 

Now let any min in love convince me of 
my Errour in this my Poſition, and 1 ſhall 
take it kindly , and be as ready to retract and 
tread it under foot,as he would haveme z bur 
ofall men in the world, R, B, is leaſt able to 
do ic,or to accuſe me for ic, having aſſ-rred as 
much, or more,himlelfs for ip his Saints Reſt, 
Parc 2, pag. 201,0f the fixth Edition, he ai- 
ſercs, That Divine Faith hath ever a Divine 
Teſtimony : and 1n pag, 205, That we muſt 
know it to be a Divine T eſtimony , before we can 
believe, fide Divixa ( by a Divine Faith; ) and 
I hope, by a Divine Faith, he intends no 0- 
ther thena true and ſaving Faith, which muſt 
neceflatily have a divine and infa{ible 
ground co be built on ; ſecing of other Fiths 
he plainly tells us, in pag. 201, That ro be» 
lieve implicitely that the Teſtimony 1s Divine, or 
the Scripture u the Word of God, this ts not to be» 
lieve God , but to reſolve our Faith into ſome hu- 
mane 7 eſtin.ony, even to lay our Foundation up» 
on the Sands, where all will fall at the next «A(- 
aut. And in pag, 236, he expreſſeth him- 
{elf thus: ( viz. ){ demand with my ſelf, by what 
argument did Mo'es and Chriſt evince to the 
world the verity of their Dottrine? and 1 finde it 
wa chiefly by this of Miracles ; and ſmrely C briff 
krew the beſt argument to prove the Divine An- 
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thority of his Doftrine , and that which was the 
beſt then, is the beſt fil, And in pag. 3 3, of his 
book of Infidelity, part 1, he rells us, Thar 
T ongwes are nt for them that believe , but for 
them that believe not; that is, ( (aich he) to 
ſhew them the power of Chriſt, and ſo convince 
them. And 1n part 4-pag- 46,0f the ſame 
Book, he tells us, If it had no divine atteſtati- 
on or evidence that it is of God , then youmioht 
(a) 4nd, 102 ) rejett it without ſin or danger. 
bope,noman Now Jet any rational and impartial man 
# bound by;qdoe if RB. himſelf bath not 2ſſerred ſuffici» 
God to be-) ® ww? 
lieve that Pt and morethen enongh to juſtifie my Po- 
which heſition, and all chat which 1 hold in the poinr, 
may with-yea, and that which is tantamount the ſame, 
= /-n %7a)chough ip many places of his writings, he 
ics © contradiaFic; which is no rare thing to ſee 
is men of his undertakings, though they 
both ſpeak and write munch leſs then he hath 
done, 
And amongſt the mniticndes of his failings 
m chat and the like kinde, in his volnmincus 
writings, thou mayſt finde him friendly re- 
membred of ſome few in a ſmall Treati(c,enti- 
.tnled,FidesDivina,which when chou haſt read, 
then cell me, If a Bear may not be known 
by a ſmall Member , even by his foor alone. 
And whereas R,B. atthe end of that bis 
Charge intayles this: ( viz.) eAdding with- 
all,That indeed « Antichriſt may do Miracles : 
+Aufy. What cauſe of exception can be taken at 
this my ſo ſayivz, when the Scripture it ſelf 
affirms , That the ſecond Beaſt which came 
up out of che earth, (who 15 an Antichriſt 
at 
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at leaſt) wrought Miracles? Revrz1t,14, 
ev,19.20, 

This X, B, in his Saints Reſt, pag, 206, 
flacly contradicts, by telling us there, That »o 
created power can work a Miracle. 

Ler him be pleaſed hence to be asked theſe 
ſober Queſtions, 

1. Do yon indeed and io truth ( as you 
pretend) believe the Scriprure to be the 
VVordef God? 

2, And vhar ic was confirmed by Miracles, 
as you aſflert ic to be, about the mid(it of your 
Preface to yonr Book of Infidelity , and in 
divers otber places of the ſame Book ? 

3. How then dare you ſo preſumptuouſly 
pur the lye npon God, by your flat contra- 
diftivg bis Word, as here you have done ? 

This Charge lies upon him unavoydably, 
upleſs he can prove that Beaſt co be an nncre- 
ated power : which he can never do, 

Bnt we may ſee here (as io many other 
places ) how he plays Bo-peep with us, in 
rendring ſach perſons abcminable , who do 
not with all readineſs,avd without any chew- 
irg, ſ{walloew all chat which be pleaſeth our of 
his own fancy to fay of the Scriptures indeft- 
nitely being the VVord of God, and that 


they (6) were confirmed by (Þ) #1 indeed ' tbe - w” wy 0 
. . ; C1.1 - 
Miracles, when indeedand ©” _ to belave, (Can + ſom 
- . . ſtuck not to (axe ant bot out of 
19 cruth he believes neither, 4c thove 2200 years 
the one nor the other him- ſgnc2,as Socrates reports, lib.7. ca. 
ſelf; for if he did,how doit 2 1.41d what bath becn the bo!d _ 
of othe;s in that or the like hinde, 
he be oo hr" Hacly un” do to them b:fore and (tace, 15 not 
contra wrt em, a5 nere he | noWn., a9/ can be imagta.d, 


hath done ? B 4 And 


[8] 

And upon my aying » that Anticarift may 
do Miracles , R.B, infers thus : viz, So is 
ſeems for all the talk, Miracles themſelves would 
nes ſerve, if they ſaw them, 

Anſw, By this your inference, you imply 
as if the ſignes and Miracles wrought by God 
himſelf, for the Confirmation of the Goſpel], 
were no way dicernable by men from ſuch as 
were or may be wrought by the Devil and his 
In'itroments, 

Is nor this a caſting a high diſparagement 
npon the wiſdom, power and jaltice of Al- 
mighty God, ir bis requiring faith and obe. 
Cience to the Goipel, upon pain of Damna- 
tion, and yet produce no other nor better e- 
vidence for the Confirmation of the truth 
thereof, then Satan or his Miniſters can do 
for the Confirmation of falſhood 2 Doth noc 
this amount ro high Blaſphemy agaivit Ged 
himſelf? For didnor the Signes and Miracles 
wrought by Moſes in Egypr, fo far tranſcend 
a'l thoſe that were or conld be wrouzht by 
the Egyptian Sorcerers, or by the Devil him- 
ſel\2s they were apparencly diſcernable by all 
that ſ2w them, from thoſe wrought by the 
Sorcerers ,, {nlomu.h that the Sorcerers 
th:mſclves were convinced, and openly ccn- 
f:#t them co be no orherwile wrought , chen 
by the Finger of God? 

And do nor you your ſelf, in your Saints 
Reſt, part 2, pag. 232, tell us, That [rene 
affirmeth, That in his time, the working of Mi- 
xacles, the raiſirg ef the dead, the caſting out of 
D:wils, healirg of the fick,. by meer laying on of 
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9 
hands and propheſying , were tn force; and that 
ſome that were ſo raiſed from death, remained a- 
live amorg themlong after? And that Cyprian 
and Tertullian mention the (Cc) 
ordinary caſting ont of Devils, and ( c) Noe bere, that theſe 
challenge the Heathen to come and pPwvciful gifts of the Spi- 
fork yn rhey nt 
And in your Saints Reft,parr 2 meth. themſelves , gr 


Pag, 242 , 243, you do likewiſe continued 3 87 400 Jas 
cell ns, That is & certain from cur- 4 leaſt in the Church after 


. 1 the Apoſlles : all which is 
rant Teſtimony of (hurch Records, 'ed and proved bjR.B. 


that the gift of caſting ont of Des» himſelf. 

vils, and makin? them (d) confeſs 

themſelves maſtered by Chriſt, did remain m 
the Church three or four hundred jears at leaſt 
after the Apoſtles. 

And for this, you produce divers Authors, 
and after ay, That »o where could Satan h:ep 
his Poſſcſſion, where the power of Chriſt did aſ- 
ſault him. 

Ardicis likewiſe evident by the Scrip:ure, 
That the gifts of the Spirit , and che Miniliry 
thereof, by laying on of hands, were ro con- 
tinue in the Church, for all (that were eicher 
then cr afcerwards called or converted to 
the Faith) ro partake thereof , even as well 
all afar off, as chaſe that were neer, 44 1.c. 
Act,2.38,39-2 Cor-3.6, Gal.3. 5. Comp. Att, 
18,12,z14t018, X4&,19,1 to 7. 

And it is evident alſo , That che Apoftoli- 
ca! Ofhce,(to whom the Miniſtry of the Spiric 
was committed) rogether with the P;ophe- 
tical and Evangelical , as well as the Paſto- 
ral and DoArinal , being all inch meerly 

by 
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by gif) were all joyncly by gifts to con- 
tinne ip the erue Church , for the perfeRing 
of the Saints, Cc, till we all come ro the U- 
nity of che Faith, &«, in Chriſt, from whom 
the whole body ficly joynted together, and 
compacted by the effeual working of thar 
one Spirit, by his ſeveral gifts in the mea- 
ſure of every part , maketh encreaſe in the 
body, unto the edifying of it ſelfin love; be- 
Ing all baptized into chat one Body, by ſome 
manife gift of the Spirit to profic the body 
wichal, Eph.4.8,11,12,13,16.1 Cor.12.7,13, 
For God ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) hath ſet in the 
Church,firft Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets ghird- 
ly Teachers , after that Miracles, then gifts of 
healings , helps in Government , diverſities of 
tongnes, 1 Cor. 1-28, 

And as the gift of tongues was tO con- 
tinne for a (izne to unbelievers, fo alſo was 
the gifc of propheſie co continue in the 
Church, for the profic and comfort of belie- 
| vers, 1 Cor.14.22,31, 

All which laid coverher , manifeſtly prove 
the continuance both of che Apoſtolical and 
Prophetical Offices in the crne Church, nor 
onely for the firlkt age, and for four hnndred 
years after , bnr alſo that they were and are 
alwayes to continne therein; and are and 
will be thereio,whereſoever it 1s, and when- 
ſoeverit ſhall be upon the face of the Earth ; 
notwithſtanding all that 1s or can be prodn- 
ced or proved by R. B.tothe contrary, in his 
propoling a lame and imperfe& body of 


Chritt, diſmembred, and without his chiefeſt 
mem- 


oY "0. WY WF TN” Ss 


[11] 

members, yea, and quite membetleſs : Theſe 
ſpicicual diverſities of manifeſt Gitrs , being 
the formalicy of che diverſity of the ſpiricual 
members of Chriſt, their ſpiritual Head: bur 
R,B. tells the world , Thar theſe Gifts are 
now both nſcleſs and nnneceſiary, if a man 
might with ſafety take bis word againſt both 
reaſon, ſcripture andexperience: and albeir 
he may therein nevertheleſs ealily prevaile 
wich many weak and inconſiderate mev, yea, 
and pleale many thonſand others, whoſe in» 
cereſts are concerned, ( who though they be 
at Daggers -drawivg with him, and amoveſt 
chemſelves, concerning the molt material 
points of the Goſpel, yer) herein his ſervice 
will be acceptable, in that he affords them 
belp (though very luctle) ar fo dead a lifr, 
even When they were breathing out their lat 
of divine right both to Office ard Benefice. 
and which was, not long fince, quite dexd , 
as may appear by their petitioning the lon, 
Parliamept for its reviving ; but the Parlia- 
ment declared (and thar moit rnly ) Thar 
all ju power mul? be detived from the peo- 
ple : hence they proceed roaa mighty mar 
rers, and all 1n the name and authority of the 
people of England; and ill ar the acjovin- 
ment of the Courc, afrer a ſolemn cry of O 
yes, they ſonnded our with a lond voice , Go4 
ſave the good prople of England , whence will 
follow , as a neceſſary Conſequence , thar if 
any divine right remains now in Ex7/azd, it 
is1n the people of £xg/and, 

Bur a little further tothe point in hand, 


a-d 


[12] 
2nd to uſe Chriſts argument againſt the Pha- 
riſees {landering his caſting our of Devils co 
be done by the Prince of Devils; /f Sarangſaith 
Chrilt, caſt ont Satan , how ſhall bis Kingdom 
ſtand ? The like may I ſay, If God doth nor 
apparently diſtinguiſh the works done by his 
Spiric and Power,Ffor the Confirmation of the 
Goſpel, from choſe wrought by Satan, or any 
| athercreaced power ; how (hall his Wiſdom, 
Truth and Juſtice, ſtand, iv his requiripg 
Faith and Obedience unto the Goſpel , and 
thac upon pain of damnation, meerly upon 
the account of the mighty works wrou2hr 
for ics Confirmation , and yer nor to dillin- 
ouiſh chem by ſome ſuca apparent fiznes(from 
all other done by Satan or his in''raments ) 
as they might evidently and undonheedly be 
known by all men? For, ſaith Chriſt, if / had 
»et dane (and that) amng themythe works which 
one oth:r man did , they had not had ſin, John 
15.24. 

The ſecond Charge is in pag. 7. If Mi- 
wacles, (aicth R. B, were ordinary , few would be 
moved by them , as any proof of a divine teſti 
miny, To this ( faith he ) Clem, Writer an- 
ſwers me, ( miracles were convincing in the firſt 
age, when they were common.) How common ? 
(faith R. B.) mot as natural operations. 

Anſw, VVhoever ſaid they were as com- 


mon as natural opexations? nor Clem. Writer, / 


But here R, B, ſets up a Dadman of his own 
iavention, co «ffright Daws from queſtion- 
inghis far-fetchr,faiſe and unwarrantable Do- 
arines; endthen when he pleaſeth , makes 
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an Adverſary of it, fighrs ic tomy, conquers 
ir, beats it co Clonts with his Fiſts ; and who 
now can deny him his juſt trinmph fer ſo 
glorious a victory ? 

Bur to the Charge it (elf againſt Clew.W#/iter, 
for anſwering you,(Mir:cles were convincing 
in the firſt age, -when they were common ) is 
this any offence in Clem. Yriter for ſo ſaying, 
when R., B, himſelf hath proved it over and 
over, That Miracles were both ordinary and 
convincing, even to the Devils themſelves, 
notonely inthe firſt age, bur for 400 years 
at leaſt afrer ( which contain many Ages? ) 
Seethis granted and proved by R, B. out of 
his own writings, a little before cired. 

And he further acknowledgeth ir in his 
book of [nfidelrty, part 1.pag. 35, where he 
exprefleth bimſelf as followerh : viz. Whence 
came the Holy-Ghoſ® which the Lord Jeſws did 
ſend down wpon his Church, which ſate on bu 
D:{ciples in the likeneſs of firy cloven tongues, 
which filled all Churches in all parts of the world 
at ence, how diſtant ſoever , with the miraculoxs 
gift of ſtrange! Languages, propheſying, imter- 
pretation, healing , caſting out of Devils, or the 
like, that fell on men ordinarily ( note that ) 
ad in ſuch numbers, as ſoon as the Apeſtles laid 
their hands on them , a'tey they were bapti- 
zed ? | 
Ardin pag. 33. he tells us, That torgues 
are not for them that believe » but for them that 
believe not, (faith Paxl, x Cor.14., 22.) that 
ze, (faith R, B, ro ſhew them the power of Chriſt, 


and ſo convince then. 
Frem 
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Frem all which granted and proved by 
R.R, 1 thus reaſon: Even as the powerful 
gifts cf the Spiric ( raifing of the dead, 
caſting our of Devils, miracles, propheſie, 
&c, ) were ordinary in the firſt Age of the 
' Church, and for fonr hnndred years at leaſt af- 
ter, and yet loſt not their convincing force, 
nor were tzken by men otherwiſe then as 
ſome proof of a divine Teſtimony : So they 
might have been ordinary in all Ages ſince, 
and yet not loſe their convincivg force , nor 
have been taken by men otherwiſe then as 
ſome proof of a divine Teſtimony. 

The chird Charge is likewiſe in page the 
ſeventh, thus: Ard we (ſaith R. B.) have ex- 
perience of Millions, that ſtil do atlually ard 
feedfafty believe in Chriſt without miracles ; and 
many have laid down their lives on that belief ; 
therefore without m'rac'es men may believe: but 
to thi Clem, Writer ſaith to me, ( Theſe belie» 
vers of all ſorts condemn each other as Heres 
ticks) bnt not ((aith R, B.) as Infidels ; and none 
but the ignorant or p-ſſionate condemn all other 
| ſorts as Heratichs. 

eAnſeo, 1. R.B. by his granting here that 
the ignorant and paſſionace do ir, jaltifies my 
Anſwer ſo far, as it needs noother defence. 

2, By this his rant, he concindes che ge- 
neralicy of Chriſtians in this and late Ages, 
to be ignorant and paſſionate; and who 
would deny it, though thereco ſhould be 
added (pitefal and malicious, 2s ip a thouſand 
pregnant inltances might be evidenced » 


though we ſhould omir the late caſe of Mr. 
Biddle 
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Biddle and others here, and Mr. Wil;ams ard 
Mr, Gorton, and others in new Emgland, who 
meerly for difference in judgment from them, 
in marcters of religion , hardly eſcaped with 
their lives? 

And is not the mark of Heathens common 
now upon ſuch as think themſelves the beſt 
of Chriſtians, even by this Authors own con- 
ſeſſion, in his Saints Reſt, part 1, pag, 137,in 
the Margent? | 

3, It's granted on all fides, That Hereticks, 
and others who have no true Faith in Chriſt 
or the Goſpel, may yer lay down their lives 
in maintenance of their reſpeRive Tenents, 
reve or falſe, as the experience of all Ages can 
witneſs. 

4, Let R, B, therefore prove that theſe 
millions were rrne believers in Chriſt, and in 
the true Goſpel of Chriſt,or did or do ſo much 
as truly and undoubtedly know Chrit , and 
the crue Goſpel of Chriſt, wirhout any Mi- 
racle, | or other divine evidence ro atteſt the 
ſame: which he can never do; being good ar 
drawing confident and range conſequences 
from weak, yet, and from groundleſs pre- 
mifſes, For 

1. If theſe millions helieve the crne and 
onely Goſpel of Chritt , How is it poſlible 
for chem to condemn each other as Here- 
ticks ? 

2, If they all believe ic wichour miracles, 
or other divine evidence, How con'd or can 
ic be by any divine Faith? for R. B. poſt- 
tively aff-rts, That divine ſaith bath ever a di- 
vine Teſtimony, 3. If 


(16 
3, If they all believe ; by no divine Faith, 
bur by ſome humane Faith , how then could 
of can they ſtill, both aQually and Redfaſtly 
believe, and lay down their lives on thac be- 
(<)Put th, lief ? (e)for all Faichs nor grounded upon di- 
=! beſo, Vine Teliimony or evidence, are no better 
J7": bec,then humane, whoſe foundation ( R. B, hati 
vers maytoldus) is laid inthe ſand , where all will fall at 
lay dowathe next aſſault ? 
rhe ves Here ic may bes R. B; will ſeekto relieve 
«rang 0- himſelf by ſome diſtivQion of divine evi- 
dences, and tell ns of ſome ſuch char theſe 
millions bad, cr tharhe himſelf now bath, 
which wis unknown ro the primitive 
Churches, the Ckurch being then in its in- 
fancy, and Chriſtiavs but Babies ( in compa-« 
riſon of us) and then fed meerly with the 
Dodarine of Chrilt,and pure VVord of God; 
and had then no other divine evidencethen 
the gifcs of the Spirit, with :he powerful de- 
monſtrations thereof, which theſe ( like 
Children as they were) contented them- 
ſelves withall , denying themſelves in many 
co09 and delicate things of this life,, which 
we, bein? orown Chriſtians, have, and know 
how to uſe and enjoy without any hurt co onr 
ſelres; which the others, being then buc 
Babies in Chriſt, knew nor at all whar ro do 
with, anleſs ro hure and hinder them'elves in 
their Chriſtian race and warfare ſer before 
- thetn: and therefore many needleſs: hard» 
ſhips went they through , not knowing how 
ro exp"und Chrilts 1rjunRions ſo well and 
ſo profitable for themſelves, as we now cen 
2rd 
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and do: ſuch as their forſakipg all, and follow- 
ing Chriſt ; cheſe, fimple as they were, in- 
fantly foriook the Riches and Profirs-of this 
World, contenting themſelves meerly with 
Food and Rayment: as Peter (aid, Lord, 
we have forſaken all, and followed thee, what ſhall 
we have? Bur ail ſuch Rocks and Shelves 
have we avoyded, knowing the meaning of 
chat and the like Precepr-, better then fo, 
Viz. never to forſake che World, till it for- 
ſake us; orar ſooneſt, nor till it come in di- 
rea comperirion with Chrilt and Chriftiavicy, 
(which we hope will never be.) Then; and nor 
till chen, we intend to fulfil thar, and all ſuch» 
like Precepts, 

Bar roche point in hand: R. B. had need to 
rell ns, if he can, what Divine Evidence theſe 
Millions had , or that he bath, which were 
not Miracles, nor any ſnch other Divine Evi- 
dence, as were formerly exhibired ro the Pri- 
mitive Churches, and before ſpecified. 

And fince R. B. himſelf believes, practiſes 
and maintain; che ſprinkling of Infants ro be 
an Ordinance of Jeſus Chritt, and a Dofrine 
of the Goſpel, wich many other DoQrines of 
the Goſpel, which he believes, holds and 
maintains, againſt many other Miniſters being 
of the Reformed Churches, as well as he; 
Now lec himrtell us , whac Divine Evidence 
he hath or can produce for any efche(e, which 
the Diſſenrers from him have not , who hold 
and maintain the contrary ? ' 

It cavnor be the Scripcure,fcr all have that ; 


nor can it be humane Learnivg (which RK, B. 
C makes 
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makes to be a gifc of the Spirit, as by and by 

ſhall-Jbe ſhewn) for all bave that alſo: 

nor can it be the perſwaſions of the Spi- 

ric chat he can precend to have, which the 0- 

thers may nor pretend to have, as well as he, 

And I think it may be boldly aſſerred unpoſ- 
fible for ſuch different perſwaſions to proceed 
from the ſpiric of God, as ro judge or condemn 
one anOther for Hereticks, or Erroneons Per- 
ſons either, as theſe do, 

Wherefore it is more ſafe and reaſonable 
to deem that none of them all were nor are 
incued with rhe Spirit of God, bur juch onely 
who could or can,and alſo did or do maniſeft 
the ſame by ſome Divine Evidence and De- 
monſirarion, as none,being deltitnte thereof, 
can pcſlibly do, 

The fonreth Charge is in the eighth page, 
being thus : 

- Tf the Church or CMiniſtery (laith R, B.) 
hal an end, Chriſts Kingdom had an end, ard ke 
Reigned not for ever, Mat. 28. 20, Lo, 1 am 
with you alwayes, even to the end of the world. 
To this expreſs Promiſe, Clem. Writer hath no 
Wiſer an anſwer,but that (it #s conditional, if they 
teach men to obſerve all things that Chrift hath 
commanded them,he will be with them, elſe not.) 
Towhich R, B, replies and ſaies , This i your 
f-rgery, there is no ſuch words, but a1 abſolute 
Promiſe, 

eA»ſw, And doth che Promiſe, indeed, 
ceme in fo independently, as R, B, hath here 
let it forth ? Reader ſee with thine own eyes, 


for thon,aud Itoo, have look'd too much and | 
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coo long with ate 29 : ſee if ichachnor 
a neceflary Dependence and Relation tothe 
next precedent words in the Text, which 
. | thonſhalr finde rornnthus, viz, Going there» 
fore, teach (or diſciple) all (or in all) »ations, 
g | baptizing them, BC, teaching thew (1, e, the bap- 
tized Diſciples) to obſerve allthings, whatſoever 
I hve commanded you : and lo, 1 am with you 
alway, even to the end of the world, 
e | The genuine and true {ence whereof,] con- 
celyveto be this, viz, Thar in their ſo doipg 
and teaching alway, Chriſt promiſeth ro be 
@ | With them and their true Sncceſſors, alway, 
even tothe end of the world. 
\f, | Bur &. B, his ſenſe ſeems co be thus much 

"| That Chriſt doth there premiſe abſoltely to 6? 
e, | with thery and their ſucceſſors, 4/way, cvento h* 

"| end of the world, they teaching whatſoever falſ* 
p,) Dottrine , or introducing never ſo many human® 
he inventions into the Goſpel « Worſhip « yet thae 
Chriſt's promiſe is abſolute, ſtill to be with themt 
1g, \4lway, even tothe end of the World , notwith, 
: ſtanding. a@ 

An Expoſition highly gratifying the Pope, 
and juſtifying his Divine Authority, being Pe- 
ters Sncceflor. No Papiſt cap advantage him 
by an Expoſition of this Text, more or better 
hey BR, B, bath here done. 

And whereas KR.B. tells me, This is your 
orgery, there is no ſuch words, but an abſolute 
9 rom:[e, 

eAnſw. Can any man give his Serice of 
ny Texr, or explain the meaning thereof, bur 
mult do ic in ſome other and more words 
& 2 then 


ot.) 
our 
lute 
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chenare in the Text : yea, and doth not R. B. 


himſelf, in the next words following, cell us, 
That the promiſe i abſolute, ( hrift being with 
themto [wpport and help them in his Work? 

Anſw. Theſe words not being inthe Text, 
is his forgery alſo : for how elſe is my raking 
bur the fame liberty, forgery, and his doing 


Commiſſion is with a »o» &bftarte, to pervert 
or falſyfie Scriprure ar his pleaſnre, and yet 
have cheabſolute promiſe of Chriſt till ro be 
with him , to ſupport and help him in that 
his Work, 

How ftrangely hath he perverted the true 
meaning of this Text? For, 

1, He cites the la't words cheggof, as if 
they had been 1atice and abſolute «without 
dependence upon any precedent wdrds. 

2, The word|[ whatſoever | he leaves out,and 
alſo | chem] which relates to the baptized dif 
ciples; and inlitead thereof , he foyſteth in 
[men | as if the teaching laſt mentioned in the 
Texr,had relationto men in genera], and un- 
converted ; whereas it 1s confined onely to 
the baptized Diſciples; that they being con- 
veried and baptized,ſhould then be rangbr to 
obſerve all things whatſoever Chriſt had com- 
manded thoſe eleven Dilciples;and according- 


the ſame thing, no forgery ?. But perhaps his | ly 


ly R. B. him(elf hath opened (and given th 
ſenſe of ) this very Text in his bock of fi: 
delity, Parc 4. page 40, 


And nothing in Scripture ismore evidenty- 


then that Chrilt afcer his Reſurrefion com: 
manded theie cleven not ro g9 owt in the ex 


ercile 


erciſe of their Miniftery and preaching of the 
Goſpel for the converſon of men tothe faith, 
natil chey were induzd with power from on 
high, telling chem thar they ſhould be ſo in- 
dued when the Holy Ghoſt was come upon 
them, L»k,24.49, At.1.4,5,9, Andas theſe 
were commanded by Chriit,'o they according- 
ly Rayed and waited, anti chey reccivedthis 
ox | Power, before they went forth, 

Now if KR. B, had been diſcipliz2d and ba- 
prized by any of theſe Eleven, or by any true 
Miniitery ſucceedinz them ; he ouzhr and un» 
donbred)y ſhenld have been cauchr che very 
ſame Leflon, viz, ro liay until he had been in- 
dned with like power from on High , astheſe 
-:} Eleven did; and who had run before they 

# had been ſent, (as R. B. hath dove) if they 
had not to liayed, 

Maititades are the Scriptures throughout 
-- # his firlt and ſecond ſheer , which he forcerh 

-. | againſt their genuine ſence to do him Divine 
he _ in vp-hoiding the Miniſtery he pleads 
or, 

In his firſt ſheer, page 4. he brings in for 
thac purpoſe, Chrilts ſpeech in Lake10.16. 
He that heareth yow , hearcth me ; and he that 
dzſpiſeth you,deſpiſeth me;and he that deſpi[cth me) 
nod Geſpiſeth him that ſent me, 

; A»ſw. Theſe words were ſpoken by Chriſt 
1to the twelve Diſciples, Chap.g.1. and coche 
ſevenry,Chap,10,1.P hom he ſent ent to preach 
giving them power over all devils and diſeaſes,aud 
to docother miraculons works, to atteſt the truth of 
their Miſion and HMeſſare, as is to be leen, 
C 3 Chap. 
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Chap. 9. 1,2 6, and Chap.10.9,17,19,19, 
{ barging them to take nothing for their jowrney ; 
 xeither ſtaves,ſhoves.ſcrip-bread, purſe nor money: 
gwving them alſo, other ſpecial direttions for their 
behaviour where ſoever they came,Chap.,g.3,&c, 
Chap.,10.3,&c, 

Now although theſe words of Chriſt were 
truly. applicable cotheſe, ro whom they were 
ſpoken, and to all others ſucceeding them, un- 
to whom God ſhould himſelf in like manner 
bear witneſs by {uch mighty works ; yer are 
chey not applicable to any others ro whom 
God bears no ſuch witneſs: The Reaſon is, 
becauſe their preachivgs being evidently wit- 
neſſed by God himſelf ro be iruth, it was,and 
might therefore be truly ſaid of fach , He that 
believed not them, made God alyar: Andal'o 
to ſuch, He that heareth you, heareth me,&c. 

Yet it is no more trne nor appliable to the 
preachings of R,B. nor of any of the Miniſters 
he pleads for, coming wichour ſuch Divine E- 
vidence , then it is tothe Preachings of the 
Jeſuires, or cf any other , comipg witheu: 
ſach Divine Evidence to atceſt the crutch of 
their Miſhon or Meſſege, 

And firange it is, to ſee with what ſeeming 
Zeal R. B, ſecks notwichſianding to maintain 
the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches to 
be truly Called, and divinely Ordzined the 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and to be ſach as 

they co whom Chrilt ſaid, He that heareth you, 
beareth me, &c, whenas he himſelf makes bold 
very much, and in many things, co contradict 
and gain-fay very many cf their PR 
which 
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which they preach as from God,tothe people. 

How would herake it to be charged for his fo 
doivg, with a deſpiling of Chriſt, and of God, 
and with making God a Lyai? would he (think 
yon) ſubmir unto it, confeſs and repent there- 
of, as of his great and haynovs fin? or would 
he noc rather think him thac ſhould ſo charge 
him, to be ſome Fool or Mad-Man, for bis la- 
bour ? 

And in page 8, of his ſecond ſheer, how 
ſtrangely and untruly doth he expound and ap- 
ply the Kingdom and Reign o' Chrilt over 
the Honſe of Jaceb for ever ; making this ro 
mean the Gemiile - Chriſtian Church in rhis 
World: and from the endleſne(s of that King- 
dom of Chrilt mentioned in L«k.1,33, andin 
orher Ecriptures of like import (there cited by 
him) he would prove the endieſneſs of a true 
Miniltry, and Chrittian Chorch upon Earth, in 
this world; afſerting the Miniſters of the Re- 
formed Churches to be the'ordinary apd crne 
Mioiſters of Chriſt, continued by him fince the 
extraordinary Miniſtry ceaſed ; and the refor- 
med Churches to be that his Kinzdom and 
Houſe of Jacob, over which, Chrilt by che(e 
his Officers reigns for ever, 

And this he indeavours to prove by many 
Arguments, from the Third Pcopoticion in the 
ſeventh Page,to the end of his Book : Argu- 
ing in the cleventh Page thus: Ether theſe 
Paſtors of the Reformed Churches are the true 
Miniſters of (rift, or elſe there are none ſuch 
viſible in the world: but there are ſuch viſibly 
ard certainly in the VVorld , elſe there is no 
(brch, C 4 * Av»(w, 
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eAxſw, 1 muſt here Ack that I never fo 
well knew as now I do, what was meant by 
the Presbyreri-| Diſcipline and Church-Go+ 
verament ; which they ſo much, ſo long, and 
ſo eagerly have purſued and ſought ro be eſta- 
bliſhed amonglt us , and are yerreſtleſs roger 
itnp. Yet I have heard of their Horning 
men 1n Sco:/and (for their nor conforming to 
the Worſhip, Diſcipline and orher their bu- 
mane Inventions ) even to the utter ruine of 
the Menytheir Wives and Children, 

Bur now I perceive their Government is 


And ſ:e what blind obe- 
dience he requares us to yield 
10 th:ſe Fulers , iathe ſe- 
cond Pait of bis Saints 
Reſt, pag. 24'. Wheie be 
tells us , That if theſe Ru- 
lers crStewards requ/re us 
to belicue, whea we know 
aot our ſ-lues whether ut be 
Truth or a0t ; or if they re- 
qutire 115 to obey , when we 
know aot our ſelves, whe- 
ther it be a Duty Ccom- 
manded by Cod or not, bere 
t i (ſaith be) that we 
ought to obcy them. 


ſheets of his. 


Imperial and King-like : Their 
Pariſhes theirKingdoms,where- 


in they are to Rule and Reign; 


and theirfilly Pariſhioners their 
Subj:As andVaſlals,over whom 
they are to Reign as Stewards 
and Deputy - Kiogs in Chriſt's 
licad, of 
AndImnit alſo confeſs, that 
I never ſaw in ſo ſmall a Ccm- 
pafle , ſomuch Sophiliry nſed, 
and ſo much Scripture with {o 
much impuderce and with ſo 
much Ignorance expounded 
and applied, as in theſe two 
For by Chrifts Kingdom and 


Reign over the Houſe of Jacob, mentioned 
L1l,1t.33. can be meant no orher thing then 
the Throne of David, which Chriſt is to inhe- 
ric, mentioned in the 22 verſe, and in I/a-9.7, 
wherein he maſt {ir and Reign over the Honſe | 
pf ]:cob foreyer; according as it was Cove- 
nanted 
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nanted and (worn to David,who (15 Peter ſaith, 
Att,2.30,) Being a Prophet , and knowing thas- 
God had ſworn with an oath to him, that of the 
fruit of his loins according to the fleſhy, be would 
raiſe up ( kriſt to ſit on bus T hrone. 

Now where Davids Throne and Reign over 
the Twelve Tribes or whole Honſe of Jacob 
was, there Chriſts Throne and Reign over 
chem muſt be : bur David's Throne and Reign 
over them was in Jer»ſalem, in the Land of 
Canaan ; therefore Chriſt's Throne and Reign 
over them mult be there alſo, 

It being therefore fore-ro]d by the Propher 
Exz:h.37.16,19,20,21,22, That all the Tribes 
or whole houſe of Iſrael ſhall be brought again 
into their own Land, and be there agar #- 
nited into one Kingdom, and one King ſhall be 
King to them all , and they (hall be n» more two 
Nations, neither ſhall they be divided into two 
Kingdoms any more at all. 

Andtche Prophet Jeremy, Jer. 3. 17, 18. 
likewiſe tells us of 4 time when they ſhall call 
Jeruſalem the Throne of the Lord: eArd the 
Houſe of Judah ſhall walk, with the Hoſe of 1ſ- 
ral, and they (hall come together cut of the North 
to the Land which was civen to their Fathers to 
poſſe, And therefore it is that Ezek/e/zin Chap, 
20,41,42, (ellsn$ that they ſhall be gathered out 
of all Countreys, wherein they are ſcattered (or 
wherein they yet (hall be led captive by the power of 
Antichriſt, upn bu (urpriſal of them, at his taking 
of Jerwſalemmentioned in Zach. 1 4.1,.compa- 
red with Dan,7.2526, which 1s nor yer nor 
will be until a liztle before the Perſonal com- 
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ing of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, whoſe coming 
will be ro avenge them onAntichriſt,and on all 
other cheir Oppreflors) co redeem them our 
of capriviry , toſer vp that his Kingdom, and 
ro ſet them herein from thenceforth and for 
ever ; then will the Kingdom be reftored to 
Iſrael, and Chriſts Reign over them and the 
whole earth ſhall be chenceforch evcrlatting, - 
World withour end, Zach 14.3,4,559,17. 
compared with Zyk.1 9.111215. and with 
Euk.21.23,245274t9 33. &Luh.t8.5,9. with 
Jer,30.4xt0 11, & Aft,1.6. with Aft.3.20,21, 
& 1/a,45.17,18. Heb. 2, 5. with Pſal.93.1, 
This being the ſame Kingdom wherein Chrik 
promiſed his Diſciples that they ſhow'd eat and 
drink at bis Table, and ſit on T hrones judging the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, Luk.22.2 9430. 

This Kingdom alſo is mentioned, Dan,7.1 4, 
8,20, to 28, and which ſhall not begin ancil 
the fourth and laſt Monarchy, together with 
Antichriſt (ſet forth by che Liccle Horn,ver(.8,) 
be deſtroyed, which wi:l not be until the Per- 
ſonal coming of Chriſt , as Saint Pas/ informs 
us, 2 Theſſ,1.7. compared with Chap, 2.1,to 9, 
and which al(o is pointed ont in the ſeventh of 
Daxiel, verſe $,to 1 2. 

For Saran is the Prince of this world, John 
14.30, The portion therefore of the righte- 
ons in this life, is Tribulation, as Chriſt cells 
his Diſciples, John 16.33, 2 Theſ,1.4, The 
Chnrch-fare in chis world, being a perſecuted 
and an aſſlifted eſtate , wherein they are to exer- 
Ciſe much patience , expelling reſt and reward in 

the Kingdoms of Chriſt at his coming > 2 Theſ.1, 
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3:445,6,7. Mar.y.12. They having here 4 
race ſet before them to run with patience, and 
hold out ts the end of therr lives, befare they can 
get the prize; And a warfareqwherein they muſt 
fight, bold out to the er, and conquer, beſore they 
can obtain the Crown in the day and Kingdem of 
Chriff, 1 Cor.9,24,2 5$,26,27. Heb, 12, 1, 
Jam.1.12, 2 Time 4. 7,8. Yea, and bold out 
unto death, and overcome, before they can receive 
the Crown of life , and fit with Chriſt in hu 
Throne and Kingdom, Rev. 2:10, 26, Kew,3s 
21, Come Je bleſſed of the Father, and inhe* 
rite the Kingdom, prepared for you,Mut,25.34, 
This will not be ſaid and performed by 
Chriſt co the righteous, until after his coming 
in glory, verie 31, | 

All which places, with many more 
that might be ciced, (if need were )) do 
evidently ſhew , Thar the Church in this 
world, 1s notthe Kingdom of Chriſt inten- 
dedand meznt in Luk.1,33. 1/4.9.6,7- nor 
inPſal.145.13, 45 R,B. very inconliderately 
expounds it to be : for the Children of God 
muſt through much tribs'ation enter into that 
Kingdom, AQR.14-22. Through it. (norte that) 
and be palt all, for they ſhall have none 
at all afrerthey once enter into that King» 
dom. 

I hope, by this time, I have quit my ſelf of 
being an Infidel, intimated by A, B, pag. the 
ſeventh ; which, I conceive, cannot juitly be 
charged upon any man, chongh he ſhould buc 
believean Almighty God, Maker of heaven 
and carth, and that he is a Rewarder of _ 

that 
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that ſeek bim , being no ReſpeRter of per- 
ſons; bur'in every Nation , he that fearech 
him , and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted 
of him. 

Bur as for his term Heathen, 1 know not 
well his meaning , but it may be feared, That 
the righteouſneſs of many who are by ws called 
6. un will finde acceptance with God , when 
neither the faith nor righteouſneſs of moſt calle4 
Chriſtians will finde any, A Gentile | confeſs 
my ſelf tobe; ſoalſo mult he, unleſs he be a 
very Jew, 

Thou ſeeſt, Reader, that R, B. his whole 
drift in this his ſecond Sheer, is to prove him- 
ſelf, and rhe Miniſters of the Reformed 
Churches , to be the true Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which he endeayours todo, by lay» 
ing this ground : viz. Chriſt ( ſaith be) muſt 
alway bave a tre Church wpon Earth, even to the 
end of the world. Whence he infers a neceſ- 
firy of a trne Miniſtry there alſo; becauſe 
(faith he, pag. 8.) The Charch never did nor 
can ſubſiſt without its Officers , who are an e(- 
ſemial part of it, 4s it i; a politick body; and the 
moſt eminent partyas it ts a Community, 

Then he endeavours to prove the Mini- 
ſers of the reformed Churches, to be thoſe 
Miniſters or Officers,by an argument, pag.1 1. 
' thus framed : Either thoſe Paſtors of the re» 
formed (hurches,are the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
or elſe there are none ſuch viſible in the world ; 
but there are ſuch viſibly and certainly in the 
world, elſe there i noChurch, 

So then thon maiſt ſee, That the an 

lireſs 


[29] 

Rreſs of his Arguments co prove the Mini- 
ers of the reformed Churches co be the trne 
Miniſters of Chrilt , hangs meerly upon this 
fingle pin , vamely, Thar Chriſt mult have a 
crue Chrifiian Church upon the earch alway, 
even tothe endof the woild : and his chief- 
eſt proof for that, is, 

Furſt, Mar. 28, 20, from Chriſts promile 
to be with his eleven Apoliles alway, even to 
the end of the world, | 

This promiſe R, B, faith, is'abſolute , that 
Chriſt will be with che eleyen Apoltles and 
their ſncceſſors alway, &c, and therefore 2 
true Church muſt be alway, nponearth , eyen 
tothe end of the world. 

Secondly , from Lake 1.33, and other 
Texts of like import, Where it's ſaid , Thar 
Chriſt muſt raigne over the houſe of Jacob for 
ever, and of that hus Kingdom there ſhall be 
no end. 

This houſe of Jacob,and Kingdom of Chriſt, 
R. B. expounds to be the Chriſtian Church 
upon Earth in this world ; and thence con- 
cludes no end of the being of a true Church + 
or Minittry npon earth. 

Both which Expoſitions of his , Ihave de- 
pyed; andchou haſt ſcen my Proofs and Re- 
furtarione, 

And maylſt yet farther ſee how theſe two 
Scriptures do interfere and croſs one ano- 
ther,and that in the main and chief point, 
for which they are produced by &; B. to 
accord in, ( viz. ) roprovethe time of the 
continuance of the Chriltian Church npon 
earth, For 
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For if it be granted, chat both theſe Texts 
do mean the Chrif11an Chnzch in this world, 
( asthey donor) yet the one reters the 
continuance thereof but ro the end of the 
world, and the other refers it to no cnd ac 
all, butto be everlaſting and for ever ; even 
as the Kivgdom of Chrift mult be from the 
time of its fir efabliſhment, Rev. 11,15. 
'Dan, 7. 1'43 18, 27. Micha 4. 7. compared 
with L»k, 1. 33, 1ſai,9.6,7, Pſalm 145.13, 
Thele alt three,being the Scriptutes cited by 
R. B. to prove and nphold the kivgly prieſt- 
hood and raizne of the Minilters of the re- 
formed Churches in Chrilis tiead,in his King- 
dom over the houſe of Jacob everlalting]ly. 
And this'mult be the falblling of the prophe- 
fies of Chriſts inheritivg of the Throne of 
his Father David, and of his reſtoring 
the Kingdom to Iſrael, avd to be the King- 
dom wherein he will drink wine new wich 
bis Diſciples ; and alſo the Kingdom where- 
mrhe Mother of Zcbedees children defired of 
Chriſt, that her rwo Sons miyht fir the one 
* onhis richt hand, and the other on his lefr, 
Mat, 20. 20, Unto whom Chriſt anſwered, 
That to fit on hy right hand and on bu leſt, was 
nor bis to give, but tothew for whom it ts prepa- 
red of his Father. | 

Whereby ir is evident, that ſuch places are 
prepared of God, for ſome to (it both on the 
right and left hand of Chriſt in the Kingdom : 
Whence will clearly follow, That Chriſt will 
be perſonally preſent in his Kingdom, and 
therein fit wich ſome on his right hand, and 
ſome on his lefc, Bux 
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Bat Chriſt is no where perſonally preſenc 
ſorofir inthe reformed Churches , nor in a- 
py of them, nor in any other Church upon 
Earth, no nor inthe Church of Rowe , nor 
yet in K, B, his Catholick or Univerſal 
.Chnrch, 

Therefore the Refomed Churches, nor any 
of chem, nor any other Church upon Earth, 
va:not the Church of Rowe, nor yet R, B., 
his Catholick or Univerſal Church, is che 
Kingdom of Chriſt, [ 

oreover, and befidesall which, Ler i 
be confidered tiow rhat the Promiſe in Mar. 
28. 20, was nct to the Church,nor co any in- 
ferigx Officer thereof : for neither apy ſuch 
Officer toofficiate in a Church , nor any ſuch 
Church wherein to officiate, was then conſti> 
weed + but the promiſe was made meerly to 
the Eleven o_—_ them/glves, who atter- 
wards were both to plant Chorches, avd ap- 
point inferior Officers therein ; and there- 
fore whatſoever the promiſe was, it was ſpe- 
cially and principally co the Eleyen Apoliles, 
and ro: their Succefiors in che Apoſtolical 
Office, Whence will follow, That if this 
promiſe be abſolure, (as R, B, wonld have it ) 
then it will prove the Apottolical Office to 
contipue alway , even to the end of ihe 
world : but this promi:c , thongh ir ſhould 
be abſolute,yer ic will neicher prove the con- 
tivutnce of the Church , nor of any inferior 
Officer , any otherwiſe then by a Conſe- 
quence, and that from the continuance of the 
Apoſolical Office, which (together with the 

pro» 
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prophetica), and the reſt of the powerful gifcs 
of the Spirit) 'R, B. grants Is ceaſed long 
fince ; and by conſequence; both Church and 
inferiour Miniftry likewiſe ; for the inferiour 
Miniſtry was by gift, as well as the ſuperi- 
orr > and the ſuperiour as well as the inferi- 
cur, and both were of equal continuance, 
and for many reaſons were both of chem ule- 
fal and neceſlary ro continne with the ime 
Church; the one as well as the other, and the 
ſuperiour office molt neceflary of any, Eph,4. 
$,11,12,13, 1Cor.12.28. | 

Wherefore it is the leſs to be marvelled ar, 
Thar R. B, ( being ſo learned and fo wile, 
yet ) makes no learneder nor wiſer a Reply 
to Clem, Writers fooliſh or no wiſer an An» 
wer, | | 
. And nw, Thope, a man may without any 
blaſphemyor forgery, citheryſay to this greac 
Clerk, That he errerth, nor knowing the Scri- 
pture nor the power of God, - As forthe 
Scripture, ſee how grofsly he hath wilfully or 
1onorantly perverced it, And as for thepower 
of God ( which always did-accompany.the 
true Miniſtty of the Goſpel and Church , for 
tbe ConviRion and Converſion of unbelic- 
vers to the Faith ) this he denies , rendrivg 
ic now uſelels and unneceflary ; as if now 
there were nonnbelievers in the world, nor 
any Children born unbelievers co be conver- 
ted ; and as if Chriſts ſending of that his 
powerful gifts of the Spiric to accompany and 
abide with hi: crne Miniſiry and Church (for 
that pnrpoſc) for ever, had been for the mott 

part 
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pare uſeleſs and unneceflary, John 1 4.16. Jobs 
16.7989. whereby he caſts a tonl alperfion on 
the Wiidom of Chrilt himſelf , in his doing 
that by much , waich he might bave done by 
lictle ; a tanlc ſeldome or never commiteed by 
2 wile man, 
Bur the task here nndercaken by me, was 
onely ro make ſome neceflary defence for my 
ſelf, againit his open aflault made upon me by 
his fourfold Charge : which having done, I 
ſhall nor follow him in the reſt of bis fallactons 
Argnments,o diſcover the vanity and falſhood 
of chem , but ſhall leave that to be dove by 
ſome abler pen, who can throughly anatomize 
and lay the faults of them open particularly, 
and in theirColours ; which 1 am as unableto 
do, as thar plain and unlearned man was 
(who afſembled ar the firſt Nicexze Councel) of 
whom Socrates ( Lib 1, Chap.5.) relates this 
Story: ( viz.) Before the Biſhips met together 
in one place, the Logicians buſied themſelves, pro» 
pounding againſt divers others, certain Precmbles 
of Deſputation : ard when divers were this draws 
1 Diſpmtation, and allured, as it were> by bayts, 4 
Ly-man , one of the number of Conſeſſors , of 4 
ſimple ard ſincere mind, ſet himſelf againſt the Le» 
ficians yard told them this in plain words: T hat 
neither Chriſt , neither his Apoſt les, bad delive- 
red unto wthe Art of Logick, neither vain f al- 
lacies, but an open and plain minde to be preſerved 
of w, with faith and good werks; The which, 
Then he had ſpcken, all that were preſent had h1ns 
in admiration , and held with hi ſentence : then 
the Logicians, aſter they 4 heard the pure wo: 07 
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of plain truth, quieted and ſetled themſelves a- 
right ; ſo that at length, by that means, the ſtir 
raiſed, by reaſon of Logick, was wholly ſuppreſſed, 

From which we may obleryeghow great the 
baſhfulneſs of humane learning was In former 
times, as ſo to be repulſed (from medling 
or intermixivs ir ſelf in marters of Divini- 
ty) by che check of one plain man ; and how 
impudent i: is now become, evento bear all 
the ſway therein,cetting admiſſion (no doubt) 
at fixſt under the colour of being bur a Ser- 
vant or Hand-maidto Divinity: bur now this 
Hand-maid hath corten into the Chair and 
Room of her Mill:is, (the gifrs of che Spi- 
rit ) and jultled ber quite onr both of Doors 
and eltcem,; Theſe beivg now deemed both 
uſeleſs and unneceſlary matters , and Humane 
Learvivg having Dow gotten the ſole poſſeſſt- 
on of all the Glory , Honour and Praiſe, due 
_ onely to hex Miliris : for do not ſome make 


great boalt , Whata( g) learned E 


(g)ercas the more leara- 
ed thy are in bumane Arts 
an Sciences, the more able 
they are to delude, by tr anſ- 
formiag the groſſeſt Errors 
in'o the ſim:ittud:s of the 


Clergre ts now amongſt ws, that the 
whole world hath ot the like ? 
Yea, ani how doth my Aſlay- 


laor, R. B. glery and boaſt I 


therein, avd that ſo rtranſcen- 


pureft Truths, denily, in his Book of Infidelity, 


part I, P39. 37,38, 25 there tO 
expreſs himelf thus 2 (viz ) Let the wiſdome 
of God be obſerved , bath in the ſtream of Do» 
rine, and in the effet of the Holy-Ghoſt , m illu- 
minating the Church ; ſo that you may leck, over 
all thereſt of the world a: thu day, and eaſily ſee 


that they are all but Barbarians, even in humanef 


and 
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terly blind. 


own ceming in the fleſh, of purpoſe 
(h) to dirett men to the Son of 
righteouſneſs, and to be anUſher to 
preparethe way for the Goſpel ; and 
when the Goſpel was come , he hath 
now delivered even all the learning 
in the world that is worth the ſpea- 
king of, wnto his Church, and con- 
tinued even theſe common gifts of 
the Spirit therein, 
if this be rhe beſt Divinity 
ecan afford us, I ſhall ſend 
im co a Cobler, (Samuel! How by 
ame) to learn berter our of 
ys Book extant, (enticnled, 7 he 
> [fficiency of the Spirits teaching ) 
iy. þ-1g a Sermon of his , upon a 
ext oiven him by Mr, Job» 
_ Frodwin, and afrerwards preacbc. 
fore bim , and divers other 
arnedmen , upon very ſhorr 
| arning, and far ſhorter prepa» 
ton,of my knowledge. 
Buc whar may we think 
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and common knowledge, in compariſon of the Chris 
ftians ; eſpecially, in the things of God they are nt- 
( He further goes on, ) Indeed , 
Chriſt d:d at Rome and Arhens, cauſe 4 Star of 
humane learning to ariſe , but it was only for 4 
time ; and that at that ſeaſen, a little before bis 


(h) Note , how he all a- 
loiz denies the powerful 
gifts of the Spirit,to be now 
uſeful or r:ceſſary : yt ſee 
how uſeful and neceſſary he 
bere makes bumane leain- 
ing, asto be even a Star 
cauſed by Chyiſt to ariſe of 
purpoſe to direlt mentothe 
So of righteouſueſs , and 
to be an ſhe; to prepare the 
way for the Coſpel; and 
aſter all thit, he makes it a 
gift of the Spirit, and con- 
t:aucd 12 the Church by 
Cuſt 5 as if Chriſts being 
exa/ted at the right haad of 
tbe Father,” and by bis re- 
ceruing of ba , the promiſe 
of the Holy-Ghoſt , and his 
ſheddzng it forth oxhis Diſ- 
ciples, Aﬀt. 2. 32, was 
mean bumaae Learaias, Is 
aot be with the clover ſoot 
filled with this gift of the 
Spirit, as mucn a5 R, B. c/ 
the molt lezin;d in Eu- 

rope 2 


plain honelt man before mentioned , 
ere he now alive) might and would ſay, 
on his ſeeing how mnch honenr humane 
and paroivg had now gor even among reformed 


Chrilliavs; 
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Chrilians , as to be eſteemed eflentially ne- 
ceſlary co Chriſtianity , and ro beſo mnch ad- 
vanced, as even by emipent Paſtors of the 
reformed Churches, to be accounted a gift of 
the Spirit , and to. be continued in their 
Churches, in the room and place of thoſe 
powerful and-rue gifts of the Spirit , which 
were at firſt ettabliſhed by God in his 
Church, whereinto Chriftians were all bapti 
zed by that one Spirit , and thereby madef | 
- partakers of - ſome. manifeſt. gift thereof, ( 
whereby to become {erviceable and proficableſþ 
to the Chnrcch or Body of Chriſt , even as allſr 
the Members of a natural body are ſerviceable 
and helpſul one to another. Ir 

Anſw. 1conceive he might and would tell} C 
05, That it is no marvel that the true-bo 
oifcs of the Spirit are now ceaſed and withyei 
drawn from all their Churches, npon their engc 
rertaining ſuch a Baſtard as bumane Learving 
into their Communion and Fellowſhip, as $c 
neceflary Fellow-helper and gifc of the SpifTo 
rit. And that God, who had commande 
them not to be unequally yoaked, could nogs. 
poſſibly endure to have his own holy ang 2 
blefled Spirit ſo unequally yoaked : For,rh4Tor 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? eA 
what concord hath Chriſt with Belial? 2 Cor. Qi 
I4,t 5+ | 

Yea, he might tell n*,Thar no virions anfc 
Chriſtian Woman in his days, would enduſfey, 
Co - habication with a naſty Strumper, th@ x, 
did partake of her Husbands AﬀeQions , anÞ, hj 
Conjucal rights with her ſelf, bur wonhe a 
m2 
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e« | make uſe of her Chriſtian liberty, and de- 
d» arc. 
he : He might alſo tell ns, That hrmane Learn« 
of Þ 10g, and the true gifts of the Spirit, are nor 
cir} neceſſary to be both in one Church ; for they 
oſe }| having the gift of Tongues, what need have 
ich} they co acquifEthem by humane Learning ? 
his} And if they have them by Acquition , what 
pri need havethey of them alſo by meer gifc of 
adef} the Spirn? Beſidesyif theſe were both in one 
of | Charch , there wonld be ſome Emnlation 
ablef| berween them , and aconreſt for Superio» 
s all rity. 
able} He might alſo rell us, That humane Learn- 
ing is no gift of che Spirit given forth by 
cell] Chriſt, 4.2, | 
bornj 1, Becauſe Petey and John, who had theſe 
vichgifts of the Spiric poured onthem, were both 
r engof them ignorant and unlearned men, in re- 
rvirYpeR of humane learning, Af.4q.13. yet were 
a3 oth of them able ro communicate the gifts of 
e SpyTongues roothers by meer laying on of hands, 
zndet - t,18. 14, 17. compared with eAG.1g, 
1d nog 6- 
7 anq 2, Becauſe the gifts of the Spiric (as that of 
r,yh4longues ) were given by Chriſt to arreſt che 
eAnfcath of the Goſpel, and to cenyince nnbe- 
-or. Qevers, giving them a ſure gronnd of Faith: 
ſo are not Tongues , nor any other Sci- 
ns arJoce acquired by humane Learning or Indu- 
enculſty, For, 
, ib 1, Incaſe we would fain know whether R, 
s , anP. his dogmatizing the baprtizing of Infants co 
wonye a divine Ocdinance of Jeſus Chriſt , be 
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rue or not, this cannot certainly be deter- 
mined by humane Learning ; nor is it any dt- 
vine evidence to prove ir, becauſe Mr, Tembes, 
and many more, by humane Learvivg , main» 
tain and atteſt the contrary. 

Bur if eicher of chem had the gifts of the 
Spirit to atteſthe truth of {pe&tive Do- 
Arine,then it might ſoon be determined whe- 
ther tanght the truth , becauſe the true gifts 
of the Spirit never did nor can witneſs any 
falſe, but always trne DoRtrine: . but all He- 
refies andfalſe Do&rines, yea, the moſt ab- 
ſard Dofrives among the Papilts , or that are 
or can be invented , _ are maintained and at- 
refted by hnmane learning, Ard, 

2. In caſe we would know whether the 
many Arguments produced by R, B. to prove 
the Miniltry of the reformed Churches to be 
che true Miniſtry of Jeſus Chrilt , be true and 
ſound, or not : And whether the mulcitnde of 
Scriptures preſt by him co that ſervice, be rruly 
and iv their gemnine ſence cited, or nor ; this 
cannot be derermined by bumane Learning: 
Becauſe the Papiſts be farviſbed alcogerher x 
well, and haye as great a meaſure of humane 
Learnivg, whereby they are as able to pervert 
Scripture, and produce as many Argument 
co prove their Miniſtry to be the onely tru 
Miniſtry of Chriſt, as any of the Mini 
ſters of the reformed Churches can do, te 
prove theirs the true Miniſtery of Chriſt : br 
by the crue gifts of the Spirit , all cheſe dont 
andqueſtions would ſoon be determined, an 
that infallibly, 

And 
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" And fince the true gifts of che Spirit are 
now wanting , let us yer ſee what may be ſaid 
for the determining Sf the'e queſtions and 
doubts,and that from grounds granted by RB, 
himſelf ; wherein 1 ſhall be very brief, lea- 
virg the faccher Amplification thereof ro 0- 
chers more able. 

The Gronnds on which I ſhall raiſe my 
proof, are onely wo : 

The ficſt is in page the fourth of his firſt 
ſhees, where he citech 7.uk. 1o 16, He that 
heareth yow , hearth me, &%c, This ſaying of 
Chritt, he uſeth 1n the behalf of the Miniſters 
of the reformed Churches, holding them to be 
the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; whereby 
hegrants , That this ſpeech of Chrilt is cruly 
applicable co all crue Miniſters of Jeſns Chriſt, 
This is the one Ground, 

The other is in the fixteenth page of his 
ſecond ſheer, where he propoſeth, If a Mi- 
mſter be in quiet poſſeſſion of a place , and fit for 
it , the people are bound to obey him as a Miniſter) 
without knowing that he was juſtly ordained or 
called, 

For the proof whereof, he produceth three 
Arguments ; the lait whereof he draws from 
an abſurdicy which wonld follow, rhns : viz. 
Elſe ( faich he) the people are put upon impoſſt- 
bilities, 

Whereby he graves, That God puts not 
people upon any impoſſibilicies, This is the 0- 
ther Gronnd, 

From both which tne avd undeniable 


Grounds, the plain man before mentioned 
D 4 miohe 


{icant< and Conmra-Remon!trants. 


O 

tnizht conclude , That the Miniſters of the 
reformed Churches are nor the erne Miniters 
of Jeſus Chriſt; for this Reaſon : Becauſe 
they of the Syn0d of Dore were all Miniſters 
of rhe reformed Churches , both the Remon- 


Now it is 


impci »le for apy to believe both theſe par- 
ties ; nor doth God require any to believe 
them, norcanhe in jultice require it of any, 
it being impoſſi le ; bur he requires the obe- 
dience of Faith to all bis tra2z Memfeers : 


therefore the Minifters of 


Churches , 
Chrilt. 


(1) Toinftance in pai'- 
ticular all the contradito- 
iy Doftrines ani Ten nts 
winch have bern, and ave 
between the Min:(ters of the 
reform. d Church s, would 
be 4:4%; toohard jo; any 
man to u1dert ahe , they be- 
327 (0 infinite. Thrve bere 
iaſtanced in wi, which may 
ferve as well as many, to 
ſtate an1 d:termin: the caſe 
of the reſt, 


Miniters of 


the reformed 


are not the true Minilters of 


And (1) then again, For ns 
to believe onely one of the 
parties , ( they being all 
the reformed 
Churches , and ſo trne Mini- 
{ters of Chrilt, as R, B. aflerts ) 
we ſhall chen be neceſſitated to 
deſpiſe the other party, and by 
conſequence to deſpiſe Chrilt 
and God himſelf: but God puts 
no people upon any ſuch nece(- 
fities ; and therefore alſo the 


Miniſters of the reformed Churches are. not 
the rrae Minilters of Chrift, 

Whence will, as a neceſſary conſequence. 
follow , That all the Arenments which are or 
can be brought by 'R. B, to prove them ſuch, 
are fallacious and deceitful , and all the Scri- 
prores brought by him to ground and make 
co0d the {aid Arguments , are perverted and 


abuſed 


4] 
buſed , becauſe no good or ſound Argument, 
nor any Scripture, in its true and genuine 
ſence, can be brought or produced to prove 
a lyc and falſhood, as this is, 

Andifthey,whio ſaid they were Jews,when 
they were rot, blaſphiemed, Rev, 2.9, Whar 
do they leſs, who ſay, They are the Ambaſſa- 
dors and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, when they 
are not ? 

Now if any skilful in humane Arts, will 
pleaſe to pur theſe Grounds and Rea{ons into 
Syllogiſtical Forms, he may : but 1 muſt ler 
him know , That this is not defired by the 
forementionedplain man , for we may gather 
his Opinion of hamane Learning, and of the 
Art of Logick, by his words nttered at Nice , 
who had therefore rather, with a plain and ſin- 
cere minde, with Faich and good works, tru(t 
to ſuch plain and downrrighe Grounds and 
Reaſons of his own, then to any Ar: ificial, 
Logical or Fallacions Arguments brought now 
into the Chiſrches by humane Learning, 
whereby ſuch a cunning Sophilter ( as R. B.) 
is able tro make plain men ( ſuch as he was ) 
believe The Crow i white , the Swan black, and 
the Moon tobe made of green Cheeſe, 


A 
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POST - SCRIPT: 


READER, 

He ſuppoſed ground of this Charge (if 
he had aj;y at all from my mouth ) was... 
from a ſmall Coaference he had with me ſome 
firue years ſince after which , about three 
gears ſince, he ſent me a Book of bis Infide- 
lity , deſiring me impartially to read it aver 
which when I aid, I found therein Very many 
things unſound, ( atleaſt to my appreher- 
fron 5) ſome few whereof I voted in the Mar- 
gent with my Pen, with ſome hints of my ex- 
ceptions thereunto : which Book, when I bad 
thus gone through , I returned unto him a- 
gain, with an Epiſtle 11 a blank Page thereof, 

The Copy of which here followeth, 


To 


[431 
To Mr. 
RICHARD BAXTER, 
At 
KRIDDERMINSTER, 
This deliver. 


$1, 

Have rcad over this your claborate 
Piece, moſt Learnedly and Zcalouſly 
compiled z wherein are many obſcrvable 
Things, ſome cxcellent Good, and ſome 
liable ro Exception, being aſſerted with 
much more Confidence then Proof, (at 
leaſt, as I conceive.) I have noted ſome 
tew Places ; .bcar with the Rudeneſs and 
Imperte&ions thereof, being ſudden 
Conceptions , haſtily expreſt, nor inthe 
leaſt intending it for your ſcanning, bur 
marking them meecrly for my own fur- 
ther Conſideration upon a Re-view : 
But in my ſecond Thuoghts, contidering 
your Ingenuity and Worth in divers re- 
{pcs to exceed the ordinary Pitch of 
Mien of your FunGtion, I altered my In- 
ccn- 
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tention,and reſolved H ſubject the ſame, 
notwithſtanding all its Detects , to your 
View z well knowing,that you, by your 
far greater Abilities , can cafily deſcant 
what further and more exaGtly to that or 
cthelike cffect might be urged by an abler 
Pen; which I wiſh you would pleaſe 
impartially and without offence to con- 
fider,as I have done your Book, ſent me, 
I hope, in much Candor and Love: for 
which, being much obliged, I kindly 
thank you, Farcuwcl, 


Decem.1, C lement Writer, 
I655. 


The Reaſons of my thus returning the book, 
were chiefly theſe. 

Firſt, 1 ſaw the contents thereof were ſuch 
as made me ſomething ſaſpe& chat ic was ſenc 
me as an Aﬀault to provoke me to ſome open 
Conteſt with him; which I deſired co pre- 
vent > as being not onely indiſpoſed therenn- 
to, but alſo nccerly unable to incounter with 
ſuch an Aſlailant, chongh ir were to defend 
Truth again(t him, 

Secondly,conſidering if I ſhould haye made 
nO returp, nor given him any account at all of 
my reading it , he might have imagined chat 
Truth had been on his fide , and have aſctibed 

| the 


| . ho —— 
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che modeſty of my filence to the prevalency of 
that which he mif-calls Truth, Wherefore, to 
prevent both theſe , I ſenc him (in this loving 
and private manner) my nores for him to con» 
ſider ofzraking him then to be both honeſt and 
ingenions(bur I am not the firſt that hath been 
miltaken in that kind) and therefore thought 
that by my communicating to him my appre- 
henſions in this Friendly and private manner, 
I ſhould have had the likeLove andFrieneſhip 
returned me, or at leaſt never any way to 
have been quarrelled with, about our differ- 
ent perſwaſions , otherwiſe then by ſome 
friendly and private conference about the 
ſame, which 1 expe&ed and delired, 

Bur I heard nothing from him at all abouc 
my Notes, nor ought elſe,untilabout eAnguſt 
1657. He (being then in — ſenc to 
ſpeak with me: I readily went my (elfe alone, 
thinking then, he intended ſome ſuch Confe- 
rence : but 1 was much deceived therein ; for 
coming to the Houle where he was , he fenr 
for me up to himin a Chamber, whereinto 
Ihadno ſooner enrred, but in came one ſlink- 
ing after me (in a Miniſters habit) and wirthoue 
ſpeaking any word,ſare him down at a diſtance 
from us, in the ſame Room : which obſerving, 
I reſolved in my ſelf to be very reſerved, what- 
{oever his buſineſs was with me, | 

The Sccene beipg thus ſer,in a fern anthori- 
rative manner, he began to queſtion me abour 
2 ſmall Treati'e then lately come forth , (inpti- 
euled Fides Divixa) wherein, as i: ſeems, ſome 
few of his DoRrines are towuch'd, demanding 

of 
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of me who was the Anchor of that Book. 1 
cold him , If 1 knew, 1 would nor cell bim 
withone the Auchors leave, ſeeing the Amthor 
himſelf had conceal'd ir, He then told me, 
That he knew that I was the Author, becauſe 
ic concurred with my Animadverſionsor Notes 
which formerly I had ſent him, To which I 
anſwered, If he knew the Author before, why 
did he but then, ask ro know who it was? 
Telling him withal, that he might be much 
miſtaken in his Concluſion , frem ſnch a 
Ground ; becanſe there were very Many in 
Exgland , of the ſame Judgement with my 
Notes, and far abler then my ſelfro compile 
{uch a Book. 

After which, he would have had me declare 
my Faith, and he would declare his, and then 
ſee how far weagreed ; and in rhat we differ'd 
he wonld rezſon cr Diſpute it with me:buc this 
] declined, telling him, That I was no meer 
Match for him, !o great « Scholar, unleſs I had 
ſome as great as himſelf, ro unty bis fallacies, 
wherewith hee might elſe ſoon entangle 
me, 
Yet they, the better to allure me'to ſpeak 
our fully , according ro the monlirons ſhape 
and ugly lock of his aims, He faid ro me, 
What dare yer not declare your Faith ? 1 You med 
' mot fear any thing now tn this time of Liberty, 
Burt this Baic neuher , wonld be ſwallowed 
by me;for 1 rhen ask'd him, If ic would be his 
wiſdome, wichour all fear, upon ſuch terms, ro 
declare his Faith, if be were in Spain, He an- 
ſ{wered me, N+ : But ſoon after he wonld have 

{ap- 
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ſupped up gain that his anſwer, by telling me, 
If it concern'd the Glory of God, he would. 

After all which (with a low voyce) I cold 
him, That if we were alone, 1 might (haply) 
be freer ro ſpeak, and to tell him more of my 
minde, Then ſept heto the Lurcher, and 
diſmiſt him, with words to this effet: You 
may now be gone, 1 have done with you: there's no 
more need now of your ſtay. Which hearivg, 
Iconcladed (as before I ſaſpeRted)that he was 
on purpoſe appointed in that manner to be 
there; which made me think it beſt ro ſay lictle 
more to him, bur rather to forbear, nor! I had 
tudied and fonnd out the man and his aims 
more perfe&ly: onely, 1 wiſh'd him co an- 
ſwer the Book, and not to be fo inquiſitive to 
know the Anthor ; and alſo, toſeek ont ſome 
meeter Match then my ſelf, for him ro Diſpnte 
and Conteſt withal : Telling him in effe& thus 
much, further: That when any great Boy en- 
counter'd with a liccle one, in che Streer, the 
very Women and Wenches paſſing by, will re- 
prove him, ſaying: Thou great Knave, why 
quarreleft thou with this little Boy, who i quiet, 
not medling with thee ? nor i; he any meet CMatch 
for thee, ſo great a Lubber: For ſhame, let him 
alone, and medd!e with thy March, And ha- 
ving thus ſpoken, I took leave, and departed 
being glad co be ſo well quit of ſuch a Com- 
panion ; well diſcerning of what Spirit he 
Was. 

Loe, this is the ſum of che whole (char Is 
worth the relating) which rhen paſſed between 
this buſy Biſhop and my (cl. 

Since 
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tince which came out his ſecond ſheer, thug 
publiquely charging me, which I have here an- 
{iwered, and{free'y rold him part of my mind, 
and ſomerhipg of my Fzith too, (which he ſo 
much defired to know) for which 1 hope, no 
Impartial, Wiſe, Juſt cr Rational Man will in 
the leaſt blame me, doing it in my own Defence, 
being ſo much aſſaulted a;d proveked thereunta, 
and that bath pablickly in print,and otherwiſe, as ts 
here already declaved, 

And now le{t my Notes ( being in his h:*nd) 
ſhould likewiſe be ſent abroad either 1nſome 
diſeniſe, or without the right and proper Sen- 
repces of the Book ro which they relate, I 
ſha]l here make bold ro publiſh them my ſelf, 
' even as they came rudely and haſtily at firſt 
from my Pen, nor inthe lealt ſuſpeRing that 
1 ſhould ever have been thus cauſed co publiſh 
them in my own Defence, as now I am, 

Wherein (for the Readers better ſatisfa&t1- 
on) I ſhall ficſi ſer down the Sen:ence, as it is 
in the Book, ard the page where it13; this 
ſhall be marked in the Margent with the letter 
[ B,]for Book, 


Next to which ſhall be my Note thereupnn;, 


andthis ſhall be marked with the Letter [N,] 
for Note, 

Ard where any need is to add a word for 
explanation, this ſhall be marked with the let- 
ter [«A.) for Addition. 


The 


kin 


\ # 
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The Title of the Book. 
The Unreaſonableneſs 


O F 
INFIDELITY: 
Divided into Four Parts. 

By RICHARD BAXTER. 


1. The Spirits Extrinfick Wit- 
neſs, 

2. The Spirits internal Wit- 
nels. 

3- The fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

4. The Arrogancy of Reaſon, 


P— 


—— — —— 


The Firſt Parr. 


Page 16, 


B. kh one is frveny by the Spirit, the word of 
Wiſdom ; to another , the word of Krow- 
ledge, by the ſame Spirit ;, to another vor - 

king of Miracles ; to —_— Prophefic 3 to ano* 

ther 


© 


ther , diſcerning of Spirits 3 fo another 5 divers 
Tongues; to another, the int:rpretation of tongues: 
but all theſe worketh that one and the ſame 
Spirit. : : Y 

N. Why is Faith here omitted , ſeeipg the 
Text hath ut ? 

Page 18. 

B. I# we were in 4 caſe of doubt between ſeveral 
Teachers, and one of them ſhould-write thus to 
publick (hwrehes even the Churches of England, 
Scorland , Holland and Germany , 7 appealto 
' your ſelves, whether you did not by that Doftrine 
which I delivered to yeu , recerve the Holy- 


Ghoſt, by which you all received either the gift of* 


tongues» healing, propteſie, or the like, 

N. Can any Minitter now truly ſo write 
co any Church, or infallibly rell what that Go- 
ſpel or Dorine was, which was ſo confirmed 
to the Galatians ? 

Pave 30, 

B, We have yet Copies of Scripture extant , of 
very nreate Antiquity, 

N, Admit all chis,and that they all accord- 
ed, (as rhey donor) yer the Quere will be, 
Who gave thoſe Copies, or any Tranflati- 
ons, Authority to be a ground of rrye Faith 
to the world, whereby they might be ſaved by 
their believingthem ; or damacd everlaſtivg- 
ly, for not believing them? 

Page 32. 

B.” Men muſt not believe Gods Law ceaſed 
or abrogated, without good proof, 

N. Bntthe Goſpel was in like manner con- 
firme&'to'the Temiles alſo, who had notthe 
T aw. Paze 


2c 
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Page 32. 

B, We have the full uſe and benefit of the Holy 
Ghoſt which was given then: that ſeal that was 
then ſet to the Chriſtian Doftrines aud Scriptmres, 
ftards there ftill, 

N. Hereby every ſeveral Opinion and Do- 
Arine drawn from Scripture, is jultiked, the 
one as well as the other. 

Page 23. 

B. Tongues are not for them that believe » but 
for them that believe not, ſaith Panl, 1 Cot.14. 
22, that wyto (hew them the power of Chriſt, and 

0 convince them. 

N." What , are not now unbelievers in the 
world, as well as then? 

Page 33. 

B. But now the Scripture us ſealed by theſe, 

N. Who, but Mr. Baxter , dareto afficm 
this ? 

Page 34- 

B., Theſe olorioms Experiments , atd potent 
Working s y will not ſuffer them to change their 
Religion. 

N. This juſtifies the Quakers, as well 2s 
Mr. Bexter , if notmore ; at leaſt,they may 
pretend the ſame, as well as he, 

Paze 35, 

B. The gifts of ſtr:-nge Langmnages , healing, 
exſtivg out of Devils, fell on m:n ordixarily. 

N. Theſe gifts being ordinary, Why do 
you elſewhere term them extraordinary? 

eA, Yea, and why do you ( inthe ſeventh 
page of your ſecond ſheet for the MiniPry ) 
ſay, If Miracles were ordinary , few would be 

E 2 mo- 


b, 

moved by them 4s any proof of a Divine Teſtimo- 
»). And alſo (mthe thirty fxth page, part 
wo, of your book of Infidelity) ſay, Miractes, 
if common , weuld loſe their convincing forces 
and be 4s noe. Yer here you tell us, Thar 
they were ordinary , when no ſuch incen- 
venierce followed their being ſo, 

Bar theſe , with other like lights and 
jugeles , are ſo common in your VVricipgs, as 
no man in his VVits can take them for Mi- 
racles, nor your VVritipgs for any proof of 
a Divine Teſtimony, 

Page 35, 

B. That putteth ſuch a new natnra into the ſoul 
of every Saint, ; 

N, | quere , VVheiher chis be any other- 
wiſe then by Faith, or their believipg the pro» 
miſe of having it? 2 Pet, 1, 4- 

A, Afterward, viz, at the ReſurreQion, 
and now to have it meerly by promiſe : See 
the Text, Page 36. 

B. If you wenla ofen your ejes, you might ſee 
werymuchof it (i, E, of thegifts of the Spirit 
befire ſpecified ) in the holineſs of the Saints, 

N. If it be with any now, ſhewir, and 
end the Comroverlic ; bur if nor, then reſt 
onely on that thar 1s paſt : halt nor ſo berween 
both ; if either be ſuſhcient co uphold your 
Doarine » then cleave to that : bur you leem 
ro doubt either aloce, why elle make you 
ſuch uſe of both ? 

A, For do not ycu (ay, page 3 2. as before 
13nored , That yen haye the 'ull uſe and be- 
nefic of the Holy-Ghoſt , which was formerly 

even 


nee 
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given ? Which (if trn= ) is ſuſkcient » wichone 
your having ic now yeur ſelves in particuiar ; 
for ic alone was ſuſficientto them that then 
hadic; andif you have the full uſe and be- 
nefic of that now, it alone is ſufficient for 
you alſo; and now to have it your elves 
too , is ſuperſlnous , and over and above 
whac is ſufficient ; but they formerly mani- 
felted their having of it ; ſo mult you, before 
any wiſe man will believe your having it, be- 
carſe the manifeſtation of the Spirit was given to 
every oze ( that had the Spiric ) ro profit wit 3» 
al, 1 Cor.12,7. 
Page 38. 

B. (hriſt hath now delivered ny even all the 
Learning in the world that i worth the ſpea\ir.9 
of , wnto hu Church, and contiru:d eventhe(e 
common gifts of the Spirit therein, 

N. The Church of Rome will challenge this 
as much as you , if nor more, 

eA, But the Church of Rome is more wile 
and reaſonable, then to account humane 
Learning any gift of the Spirit , or to make ic 
any mark of acrue Chriſtian, tince Heathens 
and Unbelievers mav have humane Learning, 
and had ic in great meaſure among their Plai- 
loſophers, &c, bur the gifts of the Spirit were 
eiven onely to believers , and rhat afcer they 
believed, Eph.r,13. Aft.19g.2, 4.2.38, 

Page 46. 

B, The Scripture being true, and the Chriſtie 
an Religion certainly true , every part of it muſt 
needs be true. 

N. Where is that Bible or Scripture? 

E 2 A, Ard 
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A. And is not the Church of Rowe, the 
Quakers, the Antinomians , avd divers other 
(whomyou oppoſe) all Chriſtian , and gheir 
Religion, Chriſtian Religion? and if rfne in 
evety part, VVay do you then oppoſe them 
inmany ( 1fnot in molt) you of their Re- 


ligion > bur haply by Chriſtian Religion, you 
mean onely your own Religion, Lec me then 
ask yon, Is your Relizion true in every part ? 
If ic be , why then do ſo many (as learn- 
ed Chriſtians, and as true Miniſters of the 
reformed Churches as yourſeif) oppoſe yeu, 
and yonthem, in ſomaeny parrs of your Re- 
ligion, being all Chriltian Religion, [and rrue 
in every part, andall of you alſo trae Mint- 
ers of Jeſns Chriſt £25 you aſſert?) How 
fell you our ? and, How comes it to pais that 
you be at ſogreat Odds, even aboutthe moſt 
cflential DoQrines of the Golpel , yea, and 
abour the very Perſon and Nature of Chriſt 
himſelf ? 

Nay , How comes it to pals . that you fo 
heaye and caſt out one another out of Habira- 
tion, Liveli-hood and Maiztenance, and fo 
mach ſeek to ger places of profit from one a- 
nother,as you do, all of yon being the crue 
Miniſters and Offcers of the Kingdom of 
Chrit? Snrely the Apoſtles may fear to ad- 
mic you as ſuch into the erne Kingdom of 
Chriſt , leſt you ſhould there likewiſe bexve 
them our of their places appointed for them 
to eat and drink at Chriits Table., and alſo 
jaſtle chem beſides their Thrones > whereon 
they ace to firzto judge the twelve Tribes of 
| $45 hos Iſrael 
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Iſrael inthe Kingdom of Chrilt, Lak,22,2 9, 
30, 
Felix quem facinnt aliens pericula can» 
147. 
Page ” 

B. As the bodies of men do live and ſpeak, and 
reaſon by the ſoul; ſo doth the Church live and 
move by the ſpirit of 7eſus, | 

N, In which of themany ſorts and Seats of 
Chriſtians is this Church co be found , ſince 
Rome, and all other, challenge to be the true ? 

A, And alſo to have this Spiric of Jeſus, 
yea, and to live and move thereby;z yea, and 
by that Spiric of Jeſus, ( which each will 
pretend to have ) they will judge each other 
{orc diſſenting fromthem, co be led by the 
Spirit of Error, 

Page 80,81. 

B. Jeſus did ſend forth his Spirit into his pro» 
phets before his coming , and more fully into be- 
lievers ſince his coming , to be hu infallible wit- 
meſs to the world, to convince the wnbelieving, and 
confirm believers ; and that thus Spirit was poured 
out on the Church , eſpecially on the Apoſtles, 
cauſing them to propheſie , and ſpeak withſtrange 
Lazguages, and caft out Devils, and heal Diſ- 
eaſes, and that the ſame Spirit us given to all true 
believers in all ages, to gwide, &C. 

N. Is it the ſame, and nor the ſame pow- 
erful works of manifeſtation to accompany it ? 

A. Yea, avd which did and will alwayes 
accempany it ? for by Spirit of Ged, and 
Power of God , is ove and che ſame thing 


meant in many places of Scripture, As, Stay 
E 4 un! il 
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Mntil ye be endued with power from on High : 
(-. e. with the fſpitic ) Luck, 24- 49. Ye fhall 
receive power when the Holy - Ghoſt 1s come 
pon you, ( or, the power of the Holy Ghoſt 
coming upon you) Af, n. 8: CMy ſpeech 
and my preaching came not with perſwaſive wirds 
of mans wiſdom , but with evidence and demon» 
ftration of the S pirit, and power : that your 
faith might not band in the wiſdome of men, but 
inthe power ( or Spirit) of God, 1 Cor, 2.4, 
5. And it cannor be imagined that this ſelf 
ſame Spirit which was then ſo powerful, is 
powgronn old, weak and feeble , nor thar 
it hath lo, or is ſeparated from that its might 
and power, 
Pave $1, 

B, That it ts an1 muſt needs be the holy Spirit 
of God which doth ſuch Miracles a4 were then 
wrought , and atteſteth and revealeth ſo holy a 
Dottrine, | 

N. Bnt where are any ſuch to atteſt the 
Truth of your Do&rine ? or are we bound to 
takeicon truſt ? 

Page 83. 

B. It « moſt expedient that ( hriſt our head 
ſhould be bodily preſent in Heaven , but ſend his 
Spirit to his loweſt and remoteft Members, 

N. In 1 Cor. 12, theſe ſpiritual Members 
of Chriſts body are ſer our by manifelt gifcs 
onely, 

Page 84, 

B.It aflnated the firſt Church after Chriſt, with 
a force extraordinary, by Miracles, Propheſie 5 
Healing, Lang nages Ac. | 

; N. Here 
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N, Here you make @ differerc2 wicthour 
warranty ſee'Ff:r.r1 6.16, Joh.14.12, andby 
limicing it to the firſt , you contradi& your 
ſelf elſewhere , in proving theſe continued 
long afcer the ficſt Church, 

Page 85. 

B. John 14.16. 1 will pray the Father , and 
h- ſhall give you another Comforter , that he may 
abide with you for ever. 

N. The ſzme Spirit and Power to be wich 
the trne Church for ever, 

A. A lictle before (ro wit) in page 80, 
$1, you ſay, Thar the ſame Spiric ( by which 
the mighty works were wrought formerly ) is 
oiven toall rrne believers in all ages. Whence 
will neceſſarily follow, That all true Churches, 
andall crane Miniſters of the Goſpel , mult be 
endued with the ſame power as formerly, 
And thns ( and not orherwile ) the text in 
John 14, 16. is truly expounded, 

Paze 87. 

B. He that bath not the Spirit of Chriſt z ſaid 
to be none of his. 

N. That is, no member of his Body or true 
Church, 

A. For this Body of Chriſt is capable one- 
; ly of profitable Members,hy having ſome ma- 
nifelt gift of the Spitic to profit the Body with- 
al; for the manifeſtarion of the Spirir, for rhat 

arpoſe, was given toevery Member of rhac 
Body, 1 Cer, 12.7, &, Whence will fol- 
low , No manifeſtation by ſome gift of the 
Spirir, no Spirit of Chriſt ; and no Spirit of 

Chrif?, no Member of Chrilts Body. 
Page 


B. The Spirit by extraordinary works former- 
ly, and by holy attuating the Church to the end, 
& Chriſts great witneſs to the world, 

N, Chrifts great witneſs tothe world by 
his Spirit, is by outward works , not by in- 
ward workings in the hearts of his Saints, 

A. For how can any nnbclieyer be convin- 
ced and brought rothe Faith , by the ſecrer 
workings in another mans heatc or ſpirit, wich» 
our ſome powerful manifeſtation thereof out» 
wardly? 

Page 96. 

B. All this you know « Scripture. 

N. Although all this is Scripture, yet lictle 
of all this 1s of Scripture ; and that which 1s, 
is little to the purpoſe , to prove that which is 
endeayoured by the Author, 

Pace 98. 

B. For the ſame ſpirit will not ſay and unſay, 

N. How ill will chis prove the peg. «> 
of preaching now to be of the Spirir , ſince 
the ſame is ſo full of Contradiaions ? 

Page 99. 

B. The ſpirit of Illumination u the ſame, and 
given onely by Scripture z and for any ſpirit that 
ſhall contradift Scripture , it can never be holy, 
nor true, nor faithful, as contraditting Truth. 

N. VVhen various and contradiftions Ex- 
poſitions are made of Scripture, how may we 
certainly know, which is for, and which 1s a- 
eainſt the Truth, and when or by whom were 
Miracles ever wrought to confirm Scriptute or 


Dodrines taught now by our Miniſters ; or 
whether 


39 
whether all Scriptures, Miniſters and Dc» 
Arines now extant , be or have been {o con- 
firmed, fince all do or may challenge it the one 
as well as che other ? 
Page 105, 

B, There « the Spirit of God within, that doth 
ſecond theſe Deftrines , and take the received Spe- 
Ciesof them, and impreſs them mpon the Soul, and 
deth this effettually and petently , according to the 
mighty unre(;fible power of the Agents 

N. How then is unbelief any (in deſerving 
damaation , or belief any verine, if it be 
wrought by an inward nnrefiltible power ? 

Page 166. 

B. You ſee the truth of Chriſtian Religion, by 
the Spirit of holineſs, beſides that of Miracles for- 
merly, | 

All Sets and ſorts of Chriſtians pretend to 
hare this Spirir of holincſs,and may challeyge 
che former Miratles , to give evidence for the 
one as well as the other, 


————— 
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Page 32, 

B. And to make the viving of the Holy Ghoſt 
to be that ſeal which ſhowld credit thu report with 
their hearers. 

N. VVhere is this ſeal ro credic your Do- 
Arine and Miniſtry ? if you hadir, ic were 
more to pnrpoſe then 2 thouſand ſuch Pooks as 
this, Page 


[60] 

Page 34. , 

B. No man can know that the Magna Chart, | , 

the Petition of Right, or any other Statute of this 

Land,are indeed Genuine and Anthentich, 

N. Nor is any man bound upon Pain of | | 

Damnation ſo to know or believe it, as he is 

the Goſpel,thar hears it declared and arreſted 

by Signs and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : where- 
for the Compariſon is frivolous, 

Page 34+ 

B, The moſt unlearned man is ſo far bound to | ( 

believe the Statute of Felony to be authentich, and 

in Force, that he ſhall be juſtly hanged if he break, }| | 

it. 
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N. But no man can juſtly be hanged for 
not believing it onely;nor can any man be yult- | | 
ly blamed for nor believing you, more then 
another contradicting you, 


Page 36. | 
B, Miracles, if common , would loſe their | ;| 
Convincing Force, and be a4 none. 8 


N, Miracles, though common, 1 the firſt p 
Age, loſt not their Convincing Force : Then t 
Miracles, though common, io after Ages, may 


nor loſe their Convincivg Force: Bur the firlt |} 
13 rene, Beſides,in page 242 of the Third Parc c 
of this Book,you cell us, Thar it's certain from y 
current Hiſtory and Church-Records, that the it 
Gifr of caſting our of Devils, and makingthem 

confeſs themſelves maſtered by Chriſt, did re- e 
main in the Church for long time after che A- i 


poltles,cven for three or four hundred yeers at 


aſt, Page 45. 
B, God d:th ſtill efeftuwally convince millions of 7 
we: 


[61] 
men of the certazuty of ( hbriſtian Religion , ard 
that without remtwed Miracles, 

N. All ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians have this 
Conviction reſpeRively, yet condemn one 
another for Hererticks, 

Page 50, 

B, It was the Office of the eApoitles, and the 
Duty of all sther that ſaw (hriſt's Miracles, to 
bear witneſi of them, 

N; It was the Office and Duty of fach to 
ſays until chey were indued wich power to do 
the like Miracles, See Luk.,24.49.Aft,1.4,558, 
before their wicneſs was to bereceived, 

Page 50. 

B. T hoſe that ſaw not thoſe Miracles, were 
bound to believe their witneſs. 

N, Prove this if yon can, 

Page 55- 
B, Lillies Grammar may be miſ-Printed , or 


 theWritings of Cicero, Virgil or Ovid, (which 


were written before the Goſpel) and yet we are 
paſt "= doubt , that their Writings are not 
orfea, 

p X, Thar which God bindes men to believe 
upon Pain of Damnation, cemes wich more 
certainty then theſe or any ocher Writings or 
Words either ; eſpeciallythey coming to chem 
in an noknown Tongne, 

A. As the Scriptures did from che Pen-men 
thereof, nnto nineteen parts of ewenty men in 
the world. 

Page Tos 

B. Muſt you not believe him that tells you the 
Truth, and proves it tobe ſo? 

N. 


[62] 


N, If one by his Scholarſhip proves ic erne, 


and another in like manner prove it falſe, 
which of che rwo is a man bonnd to believe? 
or mult he believe both ? 

Page 56, 

B, ObjeR. (brift ſaith, If I had not done 
the works which noman elſe conld doye had no a 
Aniw. But doth not ſay, If ye had not ſeen thems 
Je had no ſon, 

N. This Text is cited falſely and deceirful- 
ly, for it affirmerh (in effeR) that which is de- 
vied inthe Anſwer, 

A. For you wilfully have emiced [amorg 
them] and (thar they did both ſec and hate 
borh Chriſt and che Father)which being cited, 
and duly confidered , will quite overthrow 
that Doarine which yon ſcek here to np-hold 
by omiting ic : which is nenther fair nor ho- 


Page 5s. 
B. All Hiſtorians ate fallible, and liable to 
Error. 
N. How then can it be any ſufficient gronnd 
of trne and ſaving Faith ? 

. A,” Or how then can any Hiſtory or words 
from men fallible and liable ro Error, with- 
our 1ofallible Evidence, be any (nfficienc 
Ground for Dicine Faith, ſince yonrell ms elſe» 
where, That Divine Faich latch ever a Divine 
Te\ijmony ? bn no Teſtimony that is fallible 
and liable ro Error can poſſibly be a Divine 
Teſtimony, 

Page 59. 
B. Sach are the Scriptmres, and it was neceſſt- 
rj 
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ry that the Language ſhowld be fwited to the mat- 
ter, ſo ro-the capacity of the generality of the Rea» 
ders. 

N, How is this trne ? when it is Barbatiſm 
tothe generality of mep, beipgin annoknown 
Tongue torthem. 

A. Eſpecially as it came from the firſt Pen- 
men chereof, 


Page $1, 

B. As theſe Teſtimonies were left by bim(to wit) 
{brift on certain Regord. | 

N, Upon what Record was it ſo left by 
Chriſt ? 

Page 149. 

B. Would you have him bring you another Go- 
ſoel, when Paul would hold an Angel from hea- 
ven accurſed, if he ſhowld fo do ? Gal.1 78,9. 

N. The ſence of chis Text is perverted, be- 
ig applied to the Scripture, 

A. For the Text rnns thus : Thowgh we , or 
an Angel from heaven,preach any other Goſpel un- 
to you, then that that we have preached unto you, 
let him be accurſed: As we ſard before, ſo ſay ! 
now ag 4in,lf any man preach any other Goſpel unto 
70u then that ye have received , lethim be accnr- 

ed. 
; So that it is evident that Pax/ here had re- 
ference onely to the preaching of the Goſpel 
tothe Galatians, whereby they were converc- 
edtothe Faith ; which preaching was confirm- 
ed to them by miracles , and by mini?rivg to 
them the Spiric, afrer their believing z as may 
be ſeep, Chap. 3. 5, Inſomuchthat this Texr 
beiog rightly underfiood, and duly conſidered, 
quite 
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quice overciixows that Do&rine which this 
Author would maintain, and here prove by 
It, 

Page 150. 

B. This is the Word which « able to make men 
wiſe to ſalvation, 

N. Throngh Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 

A. And throneh that alone the Gentiles 
were alſo made wiſe to ſalyation, who knew 
not the Scripture, 

Page 150. 

B. By this word it it, that thoſe muſt be waſhed 
and cleanſed, and [anitificd, whom ( hriſt will pre- 
ſent pure and ſpotleſs to his Father at laſt, Ephel. 
5.26, 

N. The Word preached by the true Mini- 
ſry, witneſied by God, and nor the Ecripture, 
1s here meant, 

Page 167, 

B, That mary Heathens excel in this Learn- 
ing, (to wit) Humane Learning, and it was Gods 
Truth which they received by the fFudy of the 
Creatures> though they detained it in Umrighteonſ- 
neſs : yea, ſo much excellency was in itgthat the a- 
buſe of it will leave them withcut excuſe, though 
they never had the Scriptures,»or heard of Chriſt : 
for that which may be known of God ts manifeſt in 
them ; ſor God ſhewed it unto then: : For the in- 
wiſoble things of him from the Creation of the 
world are Cleerly ſeen, being wnderſtord by the 
things that are made, even bis eternal Power and 
Godhead ; ſo that they are withont excuſe, Rom. 
I:19,2 0, 

N, It I am not much miltaken,tbe —_ 
cnrs 
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this Text is here much miſtaken] 

A, For theſe Heathen came not to the ug- 
deritanding of the Eternal Power & Godhead 
by Hamane Learning, nor by the Stndy of the 
Crearntes , but by Gods manifeſting ic to 
them in che preaching of che Goſpel, which 
was inviſible (or hid) from ( or ever fince) the 
Creation of the Werld 3 being the myſtery which 
from the beginning of theWorld hath been{hid 
in God, Eph,3.,8,9. and hid from Ages and 
generations, bur chen made manifeſt, Co/of, 1; 
25,26, This myſterions hidden or inviſible 
power and Godhead (or Divine Efſence) did 
Cod ſhew to them, and was clearly ſeen by 


. them, and chat by the preaching of the Go- 


ſpel , and by the mighty and powerfnl works 
done or wrought among them, for the Con- 
firmation thereof, 

Made] is very unaptly pur into our Tranſ- 
lation ; inſtead whereof | dove Or wronght | 
would more fitly fer forth the ſence of the A- 
poſile in that place. And then when theſe 
Heathen (after ſoclear a diſcovery and ma- 
nifeſtation to them of the only crne and pow-" 
erfnl God, by the Goſpel ) fell back againe 
to their former Idolatry, this was 1t which ag- 
eravaced both their fin and pnniſhmenc to ſo 
creat & height : bur if che ſame diſcovery had 
been madeto them by humane Learning, or 
the Rudy of the Creatnres, then they bad 
been or & of the ſame fin, and ſo would bave 
been made liable to the ſame puniſhment e- 
ver fince che Creation, and their atrainivg 
humane Learning , becauſe they Gy 

E commure 
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commicted the ſame Idolatry , but yet were 
nor at all guilry of the ſame degree of (ip, nor 
liable thereby to the ſame puniſhment; for in 
reſpe& of the times before the coming of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel, God winked at, as 
times of their Ignorance, A#.17.30. which 
conld not be , if that the eternal Power and 
God-head had been fo clearly manifeſted to 
them ( as iv the Text is ſer forth) by the 
Creation, or the ſtudy of the Creatures by hu- 
mane Learning, 

Nor was ic the Apoſiles drift or buſineſs to 
cell che Romans there, what means of know- 
ledge the world had 4060 years before ; nor 
was it co ſet forth or declare the yertne or ex- 
cellency of humane Learnivg, nor of the 
knowledge attainable by it, or by the Creati- 
on: bur to ſet forth the great and mighty 
power of God ( which had been hid from 
Ages and Generations fince the world began) 
bur was then made manifeſt by che power 
which accompanied the Goſpel , beginning at 
the 16 verſe, thus : 


16, 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of (hriſt ; 
for it ts the power of God to Salvation » Foevery 
one that believeth, tothe Jew firſt, and alſo to the 
Greek, 


This he proves, and ers forth by ics effeAs 
in divers infances,in the four next following 
verſes, thus: 


For 


[60] / 
'fF 17. 1s the righteouſneſs of 
| | God revealed from faith to faith : 


r 


45 it 1s written, The juſt ſhall liwe 
by faith, 

18. The wrath of Grd is ve- 

| vealed from heaven , againſt all 


| 
| 


ungodlineſs and unrightecnſneſ# 
of _ bold the Trmth m un- 
righteouſneſs. 
_ For there» I9, That which might be 
1n,or by it, hnown of God, is manifeſ# to 
| them , for God hath ſhewed it 
. 4 #nto them, 
| 20, The inviſible ( or hid) 
things of him, from (or ever 
' | fince) the Creation of the world, 
'| are clearly ſeen > bring under- 
| ſtood by the things that are made, 


' 


(done or wronght ) even his e- 
LL ternal Power and God-head, 

This may plainly be ſeen to be the drifr 
and ſence of the Apoſtle in that place: and to 
this ſence the Scripture accords el/ewere, Heb, 
2.3;4. Heb.6.4, 5>6, 7, $. bur to the other 
ſence, no where. 

And therefore , ſecing that hnmane Learn« 
10g is ſo par-blind , as not in one chouland fax 
bandred years to finde ont the erne {copeand 
gennine ſence of Scripture , which lies ſo ob- 
vions and plain, as here, and in divers other 
places ir doth, where the true ſence is hither- 
to miſtaken, and nor to this day attained nn» 
to by humane Learnivg; How then can itrea- 
ſonablybe thonght poſſiblezcharChriRt did ever 

P 2 advances 
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advance humane Learning to ſo great and ho 
nourable anemployment , as cocauſe a Star 
thereof to ariſe, of purpoſe to dire& men co 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, orto be an Uſher 
to prepare the way forthe Goſpel ; or that he 
hath now delivered it up unto his Church, co 
be continued therein, or eſteemed a gifc of 
his Spirit, as our Author R, B, in his book of 
Isfidelity , part 1. page 37, 38. moſt preſump- 
tnouſly hath afleited. Cujus contrarinm ve* 
rum eſt, 
Page 1 74- 

B, Are not our Divines themſelves diſagreed a- 
bout the Definitions of Faith, Repentance,and a/- 
moſt all Graces ? 

N. This proves them notrue Divines, 


The Third Parr. 


Page 9, 

B. If we can evince this , That Chriſts great 
works, and kis Diſciples, were done by the Holy 
Ghoſt , and not by evil ſpirits, then I think, we 
ſhew the credibility and certainty of Chriſtian Re- 
(10109, 

N I conceive the donbr lies not in this. 

A. Foric being granted, That choſe works 
were done by the Power of the Holy Gholt, 
yet the doubt ill remains in full force, name- 
ly, How your Doarines are any more con- 
fticmed by Chriſts or the Apoſtles works, on 

ene 
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the Jeſuites, or Dr, Kendals, Mr. Crandons, or 
Mr, Tombes his DoRtrines, (by all whom 
molt of your DoQrines are contradicted) or 
then his Doarines who may contradit both 
yours and theirs alſo. 
Page 55. 

B. And what I freak of fight, 1 ſay alſoof 
juſt report ;, he that will not believe, &C, 

N. Bur by what warrant do you equalize 
theſe, ſince Chriſt hath put {o valt a difference 
between them? John 15, 24. John 1 0,37. 

Page 59, 

B, What evidence can be mentioned ( de 
fatto) of a divine atteſtation, that ever God gave 
to mankind in any caſe, that i higher, clearer,and 
more convincing , then thoſe works by which he 
hath ſealed the Scriptures ? 

N. This is moſt crne , being applied as ic 
onghr, to the preaching of Chriſt and his cruc 
Miniſters, whoſe preaching they did ſeal and 
atceſt ; but nor the Scriptnres, norany mans 
preaching from them, is ſealed by thoſe migh- 
cy works formerly (k) done: for a thing (k)7% 14 


divers 0+ 


ſealed, precedes the ſealing thereof, ther reaſoas 


Page 62, are hee ue 
B. The inward work of the Spirit i either of 1:4, which 
common gifts, as Learning, or the like, ſucceeding ie "0: ſo 


. , 
our induſtry , or extraordinary, 4s Miracles, bo 
Tongues, Propheſie, &c, the pA 


N. 1s it learning which makes Learning if Fidesn;. 
atrained by Induſtry a Gift of the Spirit ? of is vina. 
Ic not ( at leaſt) in conſideration? and if 
this may be jnſtified by a diſtinRtion of Com- 


mon and ſpecial or extraordinary, then every 
F 3 natnral 


70 
natural gift and Science or Trade, may as well 
be accounted a gift of the Spirit , andgiven 
forth upon Chrilts Aſcention, 


A. Wherefore, as the Art of making Hats, 


Gloves, Shooes, Kettles or Pors , and other 
the like Crafts acquired by 1ndu'try, be nor a- 
ny of the gifts of che Spirit, ſhed forth by 
Chriſt npon his Diſciples, mentioned eAt.2; 
ſo the Crafr of humane Arts and Sciences, 
acquired by Induliry, is no gift of the Spicir 
oiven forth by Chriſt : for whatſoeyer is at» 
tzin:d by Acquiſition , is not by gift; and ſo 
on rhe contrary, Page 67, 


B, Such works were done,when in all Churches 


wary of them were ſo common, &C, 

N. Were theſe common? why then do ry 
elſewhere term them extraordinary? And, 
why might not we expe& them to be as com- 
mon now as then, if we had true Miniſters and 
Churches now as then ? Mar,16.17, 

Page 69, 

B. There being but one Regeneration, but one 
Baptiſm 10 ſignifie and ſeal its 

N, Where w Scripture is Baptiſm termed 
2 ſeal of Regeneration ? 

A. Or of any other thivg, Page 71: 

B, If 1 had not done the works which no man 
elſe could do, &c, 

N. Among them, is here andeiſewhere 0+ 
mitted» , 

A, Which 15 no fair play , nor juſt deal- 
1p. Page 73. 

B. I» caſe they hear onely of Chriſts Perſon , 
Sufferings and Dottrines, Kc, 


' N, This 
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N. This hearing of Chriſts Perſon,&c.need 
to beatteſied likewiſe, ro bind men to be- 
lieve, elſe men may wave it withort ſin,unleſs 
che Servant be greater, and of more Authority 
then Chriſt cheic Maier, John 10. 37, 

Page 74. 

B. It 6 a not believing , when they bave fulleſt 
evidence to force belief, : 

N. The fulleſt evidence was to them in 
whoſe fight and preſence the mighty works 
were done; bur nor to ſuch who onely hear 
of them by the report of another, or by tra- 
dition, or che like. Page 73, h 

B. The Sprrit of Chriſt , eſpecially in his ex- 
traordinary work!, # the convincing , atteſting 
ſealyto draw men to believe; and there us but one 
ſuch Spirit and Seal, 

N. Then where this one is wanting, con- 
vincipg is wantip?, John 16. 7,8, 9. Whence 
I quere, Whether the ground of this fin a- 
aint the Holy Ghoſt be nor alſo wanting, 
ſince it isgranted , That there 15 bur one (ſuch 
Spirit und Seal,apd this one being wanting, 

A. Yon yourſelves confeſs, That thoſe con- 
vincing gifts poured out upon the Apoſiles,are 
ceaſed, againft which the fin agaiolt the Holy 
Ghoſt might be committed: and you never 
yer produced any thivg In its ſtead, armed 
with like Power and Authority for Con- 
vincement , whereby to bring men under lin, 
much leſs nnder the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
for not believing any of you all. 

Page 76. 

B. t i: new the duty of all men to believe and 

repent, F 4 N Mens 
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N. Mens duty is in their power, elſe not 
their duty required by the Golpel ; unleſs you 
can make ir good news tO any man, to be re- 
quired cicher co carry Paws Church on bis 
back, or elſe be hanged, Page-1 33. 

B.They (t wit;the Mahometans) will not ſuffer 
it to be diſputed nor reaſoned of. but abſolujely to be 
believed without asking any evidence for its truth, 

N. This is a fault among many who call 
chemſelves Chriſtians, as well and as much #5 
mong Mahometans. 

A. Yea, and molt of all, among ſuch as call 
themlelves Miniſters of the Goſpel, 

Page 191, 

B. The firſt Declaration of this undertaking, 
(to wit, of C briſts conqueſt over the Serpent, &c.) 
was tothe Serpent himſelf, Gen.3-1 5 but doubt» 
leſs in the ears of may to his comfort. 

_ N. This is moze then you find made knewn 
in Scripture, Page 191, 

B. Here is meant the Devil himſell, (he nemopt» 
ang Serpent, 

N. Soalſo is this, and many other things 
affirmed by you, 

A. Beſides, the Scripture tells us, The tem- 

ing Serpent was a Bealt of the field Gen, 3.1, 

nc ſo is not the Devil. Page 195. 

B. Whether the Angels were miniſfring Spirit; 
to Adam in Innecency, us more then 1 finde made 
k»vown in Scriptare;, and therefore I think it un* 
ſafe and imprudent to concludg either that they 
were or they were not, 

N: This Moderation had been well uſed in 
many other plece$,inſtead of your peremprory 
Aﬀertions in things as doubtful, A.Yea, 
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eA. Yea,and - improbable by much, 
Page 219. 

B. He (to wit,Chrift) telleth 1s, That it was he 
(to-witythe Devil that deceived Eve,2Cor,1 1.3. 

N, How doth this appear? or,Where doth 
Chriit tell ns ſo? 

A. Not in the Texeciced by you ; for thar 
cells u3, It was the Serpent that beguiled 
Eve, Page 245, 


& 


B, Chriſt hath appointed the firſt day of every 


week for this end. 


N. Where is this to be found ? 
Page 244- 

B. Chriſt uſed other kind of weapons thew 
theirs : they pleaded by words, and he with migh» 
ty works ; they nſed Sophiſms, &c, 

N. If we coplider by what argumevr did 
Carilt eyince to the world the cruch of bis 
DoRrine, we ſhall find it was by this of Mi- 
racles; and undoubtedly Chriſt knew the belt 
Argument to prove the divine Anchority of 
his Doaripve: And that which was the belt 
thep, 1s che belt ill. See Saivts Reſt page 236, 

A, Yea, and do not all the Miniiters of 
the Goſpel, (as they call chemſclves) 1may 
ſay , of all the various Goſpels now on foot 
in the world, contelt againſt one anorher,one- 
ly by words and Sophiſms , &c. withont u- 
fing any of the fore-mentioned weapons uſed 
by Chrift, as well and as much as any of che 
learned Philoſophers, avd Arcificial menghere 
ſpecified by you? Page 247, 

B. Chrift obtained vittory over Satan, ard bis 
beſt armed Soldiers, both Jews , Idolaters,Con- 

Jurers, 
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Jurers » Sorcerers , Hereticks , with their Witch» 
crafts and jugling Deluſions , the great learned 
Philoſophers of all Sefts, with Orators and Poets, 
and the reſt of their l:arned men. 

N. Are not all theſe ſorrs of Enemies to 
the Truth yer remaining ? 

eA. Yea, and hath not Chriſtendom fince 
oiven entertainmenr even to ſuch as are the 
molt notorious Deluders of them all, and ad- 
micted them into higheſt place, Rule and Au- 
thority in che Church ? witneſs onr Author, 
who informs us, That rhe Supremeſt Officers, 
even Popes themſelves, have been Herericks, 
Whoremongers, Sodomites, Symoniits, Mur- 
therers : See the liyes of Silveſter 2. Alex- 
ander 3 and 6, John 11,22 and 23. Gregory 7, 
Urban 7.and abundance more, John 13. was 
proved in Council to have raviſhed Maids and 
'VVives at the Apoſtolick doors ,- murthered 
many, drunk to the Devil , asked help at Dice 
of Jupiter and Yenns, &c, in his ſecond ſheet, 
paget2, Andcan itbe imagined, but thar 
ſuch heads had (uicable bodies and members > 
If any Reformation ſince be urged , Anſwer : 
not in Rowe , nor inthe Reformed Proteſtanc 
Churches : wicneſs Mc #hites Centuries, being 
all Proreſtanc Miniſters , and that of the re- 
formed Churches ; and wicneſs yet their con- 
cinnal ſupplying their Churches with teach- 
ing Mioiſters generally ont of their Magazine 
of Attiſts and Sophiſters, even to this day, 
Yea, and doth not our Anthor ( being one 
of the mo? eminent Miniſters of one of the 
moſt eminent reformed Churches ) ſo highly 
magnifie 
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magnifie and advance humane Learning , thar 
he accounts it 2 gift of rhe Spiric,delivered by 
Chriſt himſelf cothe Church , and therein to 
concinne, as before is nored , our of bis book 
of Infidelity, parc 1. page 38 ? 

Nor is any of all this more then what we 
finde foretold, (vizt.) That eAmichrift (howld 
ft in the Temple of God and be there worſhipped as 
60d, I ſhall nor ſay chat humane Learning isa 


ſpecial Limb of char Beaſt, bur T will ay chat 


Antichrit ſhall never attain to that his Ad- 
vancemenr, bur by the ſpecial afſitance and 
means of hnmane Learning: nor (hall I ſay 
that this worſhipping of humane Learning as a 
Gift of che Spirit, is a parr of the fulfilling of 
that Prediftion ; bur this 1 mult and dare 
ſay, Thar the Scripture informs ns, How that 
the Apolile Paz! , by the ſpitic of Prophelie, 
declared ro the Church , Tha after his depat- 
tare grievous Wolyes ſhould enter in among 
them, not ſparing the Flock ; and that of their 
own ſelves ſhonld men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe 
things,drawing Diſciples after chem : and thar 
io the larrer cimes there ſhould be a departing 
fromthe Faith , and a giving heed co ſeducing 
ſpirits, and DoRrines of Devils, ſpeaking lies 
in hypoctrifie, baving their Conſciences ſeared 
with a hot Iron : And that Chriſtians ſhould 
turn away their Ears from the Truth ; and ha- 
ving itching Ears , fhonld be turned unto Fa- 
bles, and ſhould heap to themſelves Teachers 
for the purpoſe, Af.20,29,30. 1 Tim4-I >. 
2 Tim,4-3,4. which alſo is confirm'd by Peter, 
telling Chriſtians , thac chere ſhould be falſe 
; Teachers 
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Texchers among them, who ſhould bring in 
damnable Hereſies , denying the Lord tha 
bought them, 2 Pet.2.1. : 

Now tell me,is not here work cut ont ſuffici- 
ently meet>for the molt notorious & exquilire 
of this learncd & artificial Rabble (aforemen- 
tioned ?) yeazeves for the very worlt of them, 
as, Wirches,Sorcerers and Conjurers, &c, for 
who's more meet co teachDoRrinevof Devils, 
damnable Hereſies, &c, then Such , unleſs ic 
be the Devil himſelf ? 


The Fourth Parr. 
Page 40. 

B. Hi teaching « joyntly by his Word, Mini 
ſters and Spirit, 

I VVhere or who arethey ? Page 40, 

B. Mar.28.19,20,21, where he bids them 
firft diſciple the Nations, which contains the con- 
vincing of them (of age) of the Fundamentals, 
and proctring their Ah ns, then baptiz.e them, 
tha they may be ſolemnly engag'd, 

N, That is, whom they convincingly did 
diſciple , thoſe onely they onght ro baptize. 
A good and honeſt confeſſion for the Anaba- 
prifts, Page 40. 

B, IVow therg are two groſs Errors which Pro- 
feſſors do oft run inte, to their perdition ; the one is 
when they do not firſt lay the Fundamental as 
Certainties, but hold them looſly. 

N. Can any make Fundamencals of 1n- 
cerrainties? Page 41, 

B.If they read the Scriptures &c,and when they 
are at a loſithey de not go totheir Teachers, N. 
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N, How ill is it that the Bible had not been 
kept in an unknown Tongue, and not made ſo 
common ? Page 4.2. 

B But they go 4s confident cenſurers, and as Boys 
that will go toSchool to difÞute with their Maſter, 

N, And who, many times, are theſe Ma- 
ters? even very Boys, coming from the Uni- 
rerſicy, Page 42. 

B, They receive not the trath in the love of it, 
that they may be ſaved ; God oft gives thews upto 
believe a Lye, and rejet that truth which would 
have ſaved them, if they bad reecived is, 

N.This is only of ſuch as reje& ſach aMinifiry 
which is abſent from among us, Pages, 

B. Ihave ſhewed you already, how fully he 
hath ſcaled bis Teſtament. 

N, Art his laſt Supper he ſaid, This 5s the blood 
of the New Teflament : which was before any 
of that which we call the new Teſtament was 
Written, Page 46, 

B. 1f it had no divine atteſtation or evidence 
that it is of God, then you might rejett it without 
fin or danger, 

N. Here it's confe(t,ywhatſoever DoRtrine is 
brought by any for diyine,wichouc divine atre- 
ftation,may be rejefed without fin, Pa; 6, 

B. But when God hath put his ſea[to it , and 
proved it to be his own, if after this you willbs 
queſtioning it, &C. 

N. This need better proof, if the Scripture 
behere meant, 

A. Oryour, or any other mins DoArine 
drawn frem Scripture, Page 46. 

B Think net the proved ſealrdWord of God # ever 
the mere to be ſuſrefted, breanſethe _— ef 
0 
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doth ſeem ſtrange and unlikely to your reaſon; 
N.No rational man is guilty of this by his ſo thinking, 

A,Buc he mult upon tome ſufficient grougd 
know it to be the ſealed and proved word of 
God, elſe he cannot in reaſon bur doubr it rg 
be ſuch, | 

Abon: the middle of his Preface. 

B. The Holy Ghoſt by ſpecial inſpiration, was 
the author of theſe Scriptures, and by extr aordinas 
ry endowments, was the Author of thoſe Miracles 
which were wronght for its Confirmation, 
N.When or by whom was this done,or any Mi- 
racles wroughr for theScriptures coptirmarion? 

A. The Scripture reports the Muacles ; can 
the Miracles reported by Scripture , confirm 
that report > The Scripture rather confirms 
the Miracles it reports , if avy confirmation at 
all be berwcen theſe two. 

I ſhall here (for a Concluſion) onely notre 
one paſſage more of his, ( and that is in his 
Saints Reſt,part 4. page 149,) being as follow- 
eth: God doth not regenerate thy ſ:ul, that it 
may b: able to know him,and not know him; or that 
it may be able to beltevezand yet not believe,&C, 

By which is implyed > Thar none bnr rege- 
nerate perſons are able to believe , and thar 
regeneration is wrought onely by God. 

Wherce | may quere of him; 
1. How then comes unbclicf ro be any {in in the Un- 
regenerate ? 


2, Or, is ita fin in theRegenerate encly 2 and if ſo, 
then regenerate Perſons onely muſt be damned for not 


believing z ir being incenſiſteat withrhe Goodneſs, Mer- 


cy and Juſtice of God , (eſpecially by his Goſpel of 
Grace) to require impoſlibilitics of men, and that upen 
pain of Damnation, 

FINIS, 
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An EPISTLE to Mr. BAXTER) » 
Colle&ed , for'the molt part, our of his Prologue to 
Mr. K E N D A EL, 
Sir.. "pe 
'E pleaſ:d ro minde what $0/01n02 adviſeth,Not to flrzve with 
B a mai without cauſe, if h: bath done thee no harm,Prov.3.30« 
and, Not 10 go forth haſtily to fliivc, leſt thou how not what tf 
do in the end thercof ben thy a. ighbe:- bat! put thee roſhame,Pr.z5.8 
* Ir ſeemerha ſt. ange thing to me,thar you could finde rio Many 
among all your learnedOpponents,to contzſt withal,burtnat you 
muſt make to your ſelf an Adverfary of one fo unilgarned as my 
ſelf, unleſs ir be becauſe you are likely wit! ſucli a 0n2 ro have 
the caſieſt conflict: bur then you thould have remembred,that the 
victory will be as ſmall. I pretend not to ſuch a picrcing Knows 
ledg-or Acquaintance with the inviſible Regions of humanCcArts 
and- Sciences,as infaltlibly ro derermine of what Province of De- 
gree thar Spirit in'you was that raiſed this Conrentivh,orto kfiow 
exa&tly the Name or Sir-namie of rhit fury that animated theſe 
your practiſes er linzs againſt me. Have you already levelled all 
thoſe high Mountains thar lay in your way , and fel'd to th& 
gmnundall roſe Cedars with whom you formerly cofit :ndedg 
that you ſeek now to ſtock upall Shrubs Iikewiſ-, that bear nor. 
your Impreſs and Mark upon them > Doubtleſs this proceds ra» 
ther from your Preſumprion and Pcidegthon from any juſt Aurtho- 
riry you have;eirher from G24 or Man: bur ſeeing you are pleaſe 
to chuſe me fer your Adverſary, I muſt defire you to bear with me, 
if I have ſpoke ſomething leſs pleaſingly ; and ro uſe what pa- 
tience you have yzx lefr,as knowing you have drawn rhis rroublg 
upon your {elf;hy your coufelcſs Provocations and Afſiules made 
upon me z which,l hope,will cxtuſe ms in the eyes of all impat- 
tial and ingenuous M-n.' | : ba 
L confeſs my ſelf deſtitur: of School-Learning,and human: Arrz 
and Sciences ” much -applanded'inthe world ; ) hcrein I freely 
give you the day, to weare thoſe Titles andRoves of Honour ap- 
rtenane thereunto,concenting my f.1f ro have right ro thar far 
etrer Tirle', of being an honeſt Mar, which (:n reſpe& of your' 
ſelf ) you have much hazarded the loſs ofby your diſ-ingenuous 
carriage rewards m2, | contend nor tb have the Repuration of 
tearning, orbeing arare and excellent Scholaf , but treely allow 
you the due praiſe ther :ot,ſcarcelyrhinking it worthy my labour, 
till 1 have higher thoughts of the Prize; mens applauſe being bur 
an airy nouriſhment , meerly tceding vainglory in mon empry of 
all. crue worth*+ Onely I muſt cravethis of the Reader, that my 
conf:{s'd weakneſs be nv prejudice to the Truth here vindicared 
G "Y 


by mezand%hat he will not judze »f the cauſe by the. perſon, nor 
rake the name or perſon,nor yer the rarity of the thing for a fault; 
which is the thing thatche ancientChriſtians did much deprecate 
of the Pagans 3 and rherefor:,1 hope,every ingenuous and impar- 
tial man, will grant it me 1n the preſent caſe, And I muſtalſo 
defire, thatthe want of Eloquence ,Rhererick,or {ſmooth and plea- 
fiag Words, may not be Jjadged the want of truths [ En'm vero 
d:ſſo!utt elt pe6toris,in reb ſe {1s querere volujt item, © ihguit Ate 
wobizs, Li. ady.Gent.p.49.] viz. [It i the coxd:r2on of a diſſo!ute 
beart, to ſeek pleaſures in ſerio;ts matters ; and when thou haſt io ds 
with thoſe that are ill ateaſe ,: and ſich, to fill their ears with pleaſing 
ſounds,ani not apply medicine to their wounds. ] 1 confeſs,l deeply 
compaſſionate = generality of Profcfiors,torhink how unpaſſible 
It is for th:m to diſcern the truth among rhe multitudes of ſmooth 
Words, piaufible Arguments, fallacious School-diſtinficns and 
aeaſonings of rhe learned Contenders on each fide ; uſually they 
think each Mans Tale good , till rhty hear the other, and then 
they chin; :t bad ; and at laſt , when they ſee what fair gloſles a 
learned Sophiſter can put upon the worlt cauſe, they arc juſtly 9c- 
cafioncd to believe or icgard little or nothing they ſay. 

The: Reader that 1 expe ſhould profit by this diſcourſe , muſt 
neicher be th: carclefs vulgargutrerly un!carncd nor any fo learn- 
cd as your ſelf; for the former arc ſcarcely capable of ir , and the 
learn:d think themſelves beyond it , and will kardly learn any 
thing from any man thar is leſs leaned then themſelves; it is the 
middle ſorr, and plain-hcarted yeople, who are finc:re Lovers of 
truth, whoſe inſtrution 1 intend,;vho are neither quite above,nor 
below info:mariun, nor ſo ing1gcd to any party or Opinion, but 
that their minds lye open to the evidence of Truth,by what hand 
ſoc ver it bz made known to them 

An4 although I come cxtreamly ſhort of you in humane Arts, 
and Philoſophical Nctions ; yer 1:t not the Read-r thence con- 
clude , Thar you are therefore right in your Divinity , or more 
right then another man that comes therr of you in humane Learn- 
ing ; for if h: doth, lct him be atlured to = miſerably deceived 
in the end. And 1 could wiſh, that you had ſo mean Chad 
your Philuſophy. an1 other your humane Arts, as that you would 
not build your Diviniry fo much upon it, as you do, nor think 
much the berrer , ciricer of your Writings or your (elf : fer 
doubtleſs , when the Canon of a Councel fobad the reading of 
H-arhen or humane Authors, this kind of Learning was noth 
h:zhly valued as now it is; which may L kewiſe evid« ntly appear 
by Socrates, Lal. C'.5.cited Þ,z 3.0f the foregoing Treatiſe, Farcwd, 
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An «Appendix and Supplement 
to the foregoing Diſcourſe, 
by the ſame Author, 


mylterious fraud, we ſhould tinde, That the 
Goſp-l preachr by this Author R. B. and 
the Goſpel przxcht by Sr. Paul, robe different 
and not the ſame : Firit, becauſe the Goſpel 
preacht by St. Pax! was accompanied with in- 
fallible Divine evidence to atrelt the crurh 
thereof, for the converſion of men, and where- 
on infallibly co ground their faith and obedi- 
ence thereunto ; without which he neither 
would nor could binde any to b-lzeve and obey 
it : bur the Goſp-l preacht by this Author 
hath no ſuch evidence ; yer he will dire to ſays 
Thar all ( at leaſt ) thoſe that hear ic,are bound 
to beleeve and obey it. Secondly,Becauſle illite- 
rare men are uncapble of the Goſpel preachr by 
this Author, without their taking many things 
implicicely upon truſt and upon the word of 
their Teachers, as he hinſelf rells us, in page 
238, 239. of his Saints Reſt, where he thus 
G 3 CXx= 


[- it Were lawful further co dive into this 


Behold here what ut and 
benehir this Author makes of 
his having now the full uſe 
and benefit of the Holy Ghoſt 
which was formerly given 
and then ſcaled the Chriſti- 
an Dodcrines and Scriptures, 
and ſtands there ſtill , as he 
tclls us ( if we could belerve 
him ) in his Book of Infdel;- 
iy, Part 8. pag 32. 

And muſt we needs there- 
fore rake theſe ani all other 
his Doftrines which he hath 
raiſed or may raiſc, cither 
} from Scripture or our of his 
own fancy, for true and un- 
doubred Chriſtian Doftrines 
formerly ſealed by the Holy 
Ghoſt upon 'the account of 
his bare ſaying, That he hirh 
now the full uſe and benehir 
of the Holy Ghoſt formerly 
given, Oc. 

Sir, Ifthis be your mcan- 
ing,then ſpeak it plainly our, 
and for ſhame, doc not im- 
poſe upon th: world ſuch 
G:ollerics as theſe meer]y by 
wplication, 


REF -- 
expreſleth himſelf, ( viz) 
Something mu be taken pon 
truft from man, whether we 
will or no, yet no uncertainty is 
our faith neither : For, 

Fuft, (faith he ) The meer 
illiterate man muſt take it upon 
truft, that the Book is a Bible 
which he hears read, for elſe 
he knows not but it may be ſom 
other Book. 

Secondly That theſe' words 
are in itywhich the Reader pros» 
nounceth, 

Thirdly, Thatits tranſ- 
lated rruly out of the Original 
Languages. 

Fourthly. That the Greek 
and Hebrew (opies out of 
which it was tranſl ated are true 
authentick Copies. 

 Fifthly, That it was Ori- 
ginally written in theſe Lan 
gnages. Theſe with many mort 
( as he there cells us ) ze 
vulgar muſt take upon the 


word of their Teachers. 
Bur the Goipel preachr by Sr. Pax! 2nd other 
the true Minitters of Jeſus Chritt, needed none 


of all r!15 


: it being preacher to all people in 


thzir on Languages, and ro the underſtanding 


of the meaneſt ; 


and this was all the Original 


Copies 2nd Tranſlations that they wete trou- 
bled wichall or needed; to bring them to the 


faith 
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faith of che Goſpel ; they noc being neceſſita- 
redto rake the lealt rirtle chereof implic icely 
upon truſt ,or upon the word or credir of their 
Teachers. For, When Philip went down to the 
(ity of Samaria, and preached Chriſt unto them, 
the vulgar people ( as illiterare as they were ) 
with one accord gave heed to the,things which Phi- 
lip ſpake > hearing and ſeeing the CAliracles 
which he did ; i Ara more ado, they belee- 
ved and were baptiſed both men and women, Act, 
8, 12. 

All which was done before any of th2ſe be- 
lezvers hadreceived the Spirir, for ( after this) 
Were ſent fron Jeruſalem, Peter and John, who 
adniniitced the Spicit to them by laying their 
hands on them, ver. 17. 

Even as Peter declared their ordinary method 
of adniniitring of the Spirit ro be atcer faich 
and baptiſm, eAR.2.3 8,39. by his bidding the 

2WSs tO repent and be baptized every one of them) 
and that they ( i. e. every one of them ) ſhould 
then receive the gift of the Spirit, becauſe the pro- 
miſe (to wit, of the Spirir ) was ro them and 
their children, 2nd to all that ſhould afterward be 
converted or called to the faith of the Goſpel, as 
well all afar off, as thoſe that were neer. And 
therefore it was that Pa#/demanded of rhe Di- 
ſciples at Epheſws, If they had received the Holy 
Spirit fince they beleeved : and they anſwering» 
That they knew not wh:ther there were any Holy 


"Spirit or nxt, He preſently asked themy Unto 


what then were th:y baptized ? He well knowing 
that th2 gifcs of ca2 Spirit was neceſſary to be 
adminittred to all, and co every one after their 
\ ; G 3 ww 
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beleeving and being baptiſed : and rherefore 
by laying his hand on them, he admuniltred the 
gifts of the Spirit to them ; for thereby the Holy 
Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpaks with tongues 
and propheſied, Act.the 19. 132, 3» 6, compared 
with Ephet, 8. 13. 

This alto is contrary ro the DoArine of the 
Gojp-l now preached by this our Author and 
Others. 

So thenit is moſt evident, that tothe true 
Miniitery of the Goſpel apperrained theſe three 
ſpecial adminittrations, as efſencially neceſlary 
thereunto. 

1. The adminiſtration of the Word infalli- 
bly and evidently arreſted for the converſion of 
men tothe beleef and obedience thereof. 

2. The admimiltration of Johrs baptiſm by 
water, for the remiſſion of ſins, 

3» The admini{tration of Chrili's baptiſm 
with the: Spirit, by the laying on of hands, 
whereby rhe gitts of the Spirit were conveyed 
on the baptiied bel-evers, 

Moreover, Sr. Paul tells the Corimthians,That 
his preach ng to them, was not for them to take 
any thing from him 1wplicitely upon truſt, or 


ppon any perſwative words of his,or of mans ' 


wildoTe ; bur »pon the demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit and power ( Which he p:oduced before them, 
to arteit thet:uch and Divine Authority of his 
Doetrine) that ſo their fairh fonld not ſtand upon 


the word, credit, or wiſdome of men , but upon 


the power of God, x Cor. 2. 4»5. forif they 
ſhould have raken ir implicicely upon the word 
and credit of Paw, (o great an Apolileas le 

was } 
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was ) withcurt the aforciaid Divine infallible 
evidence, Thi had not been to beleeve God, but 
to have reſolved their faith into ſome humane te- 
ftimony, even to have laid their foundation upon 
the ſand, where all would have fallen at the next 
aſſantt, as this Author himſelf bath told nay 1h. (11s 
Saints Reli, p1g. 201. 

3- The Golp-l preach'd by S:.Paulywas joyful 
news to every creamure ner Heaven, Col,1.23. 
Bur the Goſpel preach'd by this Aurhor 1s far 
ſhorr of chat,being {ad news tom9!t men,eſpect- 
ally co ſuch as beleeve nor his DoErines, when 
they often inre:fere & thivart one another,as in 
part is here already ſhewed;yea,andſome things 


publiſhed by him in print» 


hath he already in print * re- 
vokeds and ſo may he doe ( as 
there 15 jult cauſe) many more 
before he die : yeas it1s ho- 
ped that he will erc long pub- 
lickly own this crutch, which 
he now publickly oppoſeth ; 
for he harh to clolely purſued 
it, and ſo neerly appioached 


* Next toth2 160. pag. of his 
Saints Rift, part 1, He thus 
writes, ( viz ) Reader, un- 
derſtand that ſince I wrote this, 
I begin to doubt of the ſound- 
(i of what is expreſſed [x the 
forts a2 xt for*going pages;which 
[ 1m not iſhed to achnow- 
ledge, bat aſh1med that I pub- 
liſhed it ſo raſh'y, 


it, that he cannot bur ſee ſome glimpſes of its 
elory. For why elſe would he, or n<eded he ro 
have ſo perverted Joh. 15. 24. ashe hath often 
done, to obſcure 1's lulire, to prevent its ſhi- 
ning forth to the view of all men and that 10 
purpoſely and fAadviſedly », 1f rhe truth oppo- 
ſed by him had not glancedits light fully and di- 
realy into his face ? and he cannot but know 
how unlafe and d2ngerous 1t 151n any man to 
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erfiſt in oppoſing atruth» after it is once dif- 
reined by him. » + 
# Fourthly, The Goſpel which St. Paw! preach- 
ed was the ſame which Chrittpreached ; but the 
Goſpel preach'd by this Author is nor theſame 
which Ghritt preached, becauſe rhe Doctrine 
of che Goſpel which Chriſt preached would be 
proved and upheld by Joh. 15. 24+ being truly 
endin its genuine ſznce cited ; - bur the Do- 
E&rine of the Goſpel preact'd by this Author 
would be diſproved and* overthrown - by 
Irs being truly and in its genuine ſence cred, 
for why elſe would he or needed he ſomuch and 
ſqofren ( ashejn his writings hath done ) to 
have perverted it to a contrary ſence, Or to any 
orher then 1ts true and genuine ſence toprove 
his Doarine : He being no Baby not to know 
what he did, ner why ke didit » when he did 


"TT | | 

- Whence will neceſſarily reſult theſe conclu- 
ſions, Firlt, That the Goſpel preached by this 
Author ( not being the {ame which Chritt and 
St, Paxtpreach'd ) mult be ſome other, and be- 
ing any other, cannot be the true, nor he any 
true Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

- Secondly, Thar none can be bleſt by belee- 
ving or obeying the Goſpel which he preach- 
eth, becauſe Sr. Paw! pohtively afferts, Gal. 1. 
8. . Thowgh we or an Angel from Heaves preach 
any orher Goſpel unto you then that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accarſed. This he 
wuplicares in the next verſe (thus, ) As we ſaid 
#efore, {ofayl agam, If any man preach any 0+ 
"7 —— ther 
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ther Goſpel unto you, then that ye have heard, let 
him be accurſed. RY 0 

' And who now can ſecure this our Author 
from the reach of theſe Comminations, or rea- 
fonably imagine, how any man can be bleſt in 
beteeving or obeying that Goſpel , for 
the preaching whereof, the preacher i accur- 


ſed? 


Thirdly, That this Authors Sermons and 
Books are liable to the ſame deſtiny unto which 
he himſelf hath doomed almoſt all other mens : 
In his Saints Reſt, Part 1. page 132. where he 
makes theſe patherical demands ( viz.) How 
many Sermons zealouſly preached ? - How man 
Borks ſtudiouſly compiled will then ( to wt) 12 
the world come by the , Authors be all diſclains- 
ed ? 

Theſe interrogations implying negations, are 
as if he ſhould have ſaid, Thar the Sermons and 


© Books, which will ( in the world to come ) be 


diſclaimed by the Authors, are ſo many as they 
can hardly be numbred. 

And why may we not pur into this numerous 
— the Sermons and Books alſo of the 
reſt of the Presbyrerians, of 


Mr. John Goodwin 3x his {re 
whom one both learned and Afi mrs Zh 
rian Spirit, Pag. 38, 56. 


judicious thus writess ( viz.) 
That day after day they preach 
broad-faced contradittions, and make the Scrip- 
ture to ſay and unſay, which being interpreted, ts 
to make them ſay juſt nothing, Nor are many of 
their writings any whit more excuſabls upon the 
ſame account. 


' And that he had thorowly tryed many of their 
*Do- 


_ 
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Doltyines and tenents, and found them lyars ; yea, 
and had opportunity to ſipmatize them for ſuch 
publickly, and alarm the world concerning the 
hatefulneſi and danger of them. 

Wherefore I could wiſh, that our Author in 
his future undertakings, would pleaſe to look 
round about him, and to graſp and duly weigh 
the whole matrer of which he intends to treat, 
and to lay afide whatſoever he findes vain or fi- 
newleſs ; and no more to obtrude upon the 
world ſuch empty humane traditions , for neceſ- 
ſary Divine Dottrines, as he hath done, and that 
with ſuch unwarrantable and groundleſs conhi- 
dence} as thereby he hath given many great ad- 
vantages,more then I finde hath been yer taken 
againit him by any. 

Alas poor mortals ! filly wrerches, duſt and 
aſhes, meer bages ofwarm dung as we are ! can 
we command back the Sun when it 1s ſet, or 
inftead thereof, place in the Firmament ſome e- 
quivalenc light, to prevent the darkneſs which 
neceſſarily will follow its ſetting ? No more 
can we ( rhough furniſhed with all the acquired 
Arts of humane learning our natures are capa- 
ble of ) call back the light of the glorious Go- 
ſpel of Chritt, when ir is withdrawn by God, as 
now apparently iris ; the times and ſeaſons for 
theſe things, being ſolely in his own power and 
diſpoſe. 

For doch not the Scripture plainly fore-tel of 
theſe times of general Apoſtahe ? was not the 
woman, Rev. 12. ( expounded by the learned 
ro typifie the true Church ) to be driven into 
the wilderneſs from the conver ſe and ſight of mens 
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zo be fed there by God ? ( an} therefore not by 
Popedoms , Biſhopricks, Malterſhips of Col- 
ledges or Hoſpitals, Parionages, Tyrhes, Aug- 
mentation '» or any other forced maintenance 
frommen.) And was not her Man-child ( the 
Maſculine, Divine and powerful gifts, he fir. :- 
born fruirs of the Spirir) ro be taken up nnto 
God and to his throne, from whom, and whence 
they were at firſt received by Chriſt, and given un- 
to men, Eph. 4. 8» 11. compared with Act.2. 33+ 
and are not theſe in more abundance to be povw- 
redour on the ſons of men, Before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord, Joel 2. Att. 2. compa- 
red with Eſa. 44. 3. even when he ſhall ſendhis 
Angel to preach and make known his everlaſting 
Goſpel unto them that dwell upon the earth, Rev. 
14. 6. and when he ſhall call his ancient pzople 
the Jews ; until which time this Babylomſh 
darkneſs which hath overſpread the worldzis like 
to continue, even that darkreſſwhich ( the Pro- 
pher rells us ) ſhall cover the earth, and groſs 
darkneſs the people ( or Gentiles) until they ſhall 
come and partake of the Jews light, when the Lord 
ſhall ariſe to them, and his g'ory be ſeen apon them, 
Iſa, 60. 1» 2» 3} And therefore the duty molt 
incumbent upon us (now in thele gAporetich, 
times ) 15nor to hate, perſecute, judge,or con- 
demn one another in matters of Religion, bur ) 
ro joyn in prayer, for, and with the Jewes, 
That God would be merciful unto them, and bleſs 
them, and cauſe his face to ſhine upon themy that 
his way may be known upon the earth, and his 
ſaving health among all Nations : then ſhall 
the earth yeeld her increaſe, and God eventheir 


on 
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own Godſhall bleſs them; God ſhall bleſs themand 
all the ends of the earth ſhall fear him Pial, 67. 
For then many people ſhall goe and ſay, Come, let 
us goe up unto the mountain of the Lord, to the 
houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach wm 
his ways, and we will walk, in bus paths ; for out 
of Zion ſhall goe forth the Law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jeruſalem, and he ſhall judge * 
mong the Nations, and ſhall rebuke many people, 
and they ſhall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, 
and their ſpears mto pruning hooks, Nation ſhall 


net lift up ſword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they 


learn war any more, Ela, 2. 2, 3. Mic. 4: 22 3+ 
add to this Zech. $. 23. 
And this great and general Apoſtacy is like- 
wiſe plainly forerold in many other places of 
Scripture ; Asthat all the world ſhall wonder af- 
ter the beaſt , and, worſhipped the Dragon which 
gave power to the Beaſt, and they parficonts the 
Beaſt, and ail that dwell on the earth ſhall worſhip 
him, Revel. 13. To which add that of Sr, 
Pant, 2 Thef. 2. 3. where he willeth the Theſ- 
ſalonians, To let no man deceive them, for that 
day ſhall not come except there came a falling a» 
_ : and relleth Timothy, 2 Tin. 4- 354+ 
T hat the time will come » when they will not indure 
found Dottrine, but after their own luſts, ſhall 
_ to themſelves teachers, having nching ears, 
&nd they ſhall turn away their ears from the trath, 
and be turned to Fables. 
Where it isto be noted, That he doth nor 
ſay ſome of them, or ſome of youz ( as he did 
when he warned the Elders of Epheſws, of the 
beginning of this Apoltacy, At. 20. ) but they 
indefinitely will not indure ſound DXtrine, -_ 
they 
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they indefinitely ſhall curn away their ears from 
the crurhzand be turned to fables. 

And the ſame Apolile forerels the reflicurion 
of the truth with life and power again ; for wri- 
ting of the rejection and reſtoration of the Jzws, 
Rom. 11. 15+ he thus expreſſeth himſelf, If 
the caſting away of them be the fraptiey; of the 


' world, what ſhall their recerving be, but life from 


the dead, ( namelys ) tothe world, whica ſhall 
then be in darkneſs, and in effe&t dead, being 
deſtirute of the powerful and lively ordinances 
of the Goſpel of Chritt, from which darkneſs and 
death, the world ſhall then be delivered , in- 
lighrnedand revived. Hence we may ſeexhat it 
was not for nought that our quondam Biſhops 
continued among us the uſe of that common & 
neceſſary prayer,which begins thus, Lighter oxr 
darkneſs,we beſerch thee,O Lord,&c.And it were 
wel if the/ſarhe were (till continued, & that our 
preſent Rulers both civil & ecclefiaſtical would 
chemſcives alſo joyn with us inthe uſe thereof, 
even as all our great need requireth. I thought 
here to have raiſed an objeRion again(t the pre- 
miſess bur I find one already made to my hands 
and that by this our Author himſelf in a ſheer of 
his,lately put out againſt the Quakers, where 
with much confidence he thus obje&s ; ( viz.) 
Object, The Quakers dre but of late yoars 
ſtanding they roſe from among the Papiſts, Seck- 
ers, Ranteys and « Anabaptiſts, but a while agoe ;; 
and if Chriſt had no Catholick Church before then, 
and ever fince his Aſcenſion, be ceaſed to be Chyiſt 
in Office, the head ard Saviour ofthe Church : for 
wo (hurch, no Savieur ; nobody, no head ; no 
School, no teacher ; no Kingdome , no King * n0 
Wiſes no buibard, Anſm. 
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Anſw. There being a Triumphant Church 

11 Heaven ( as they reach ) chis may ſupply 
Chrict wich a Kingdome, a Body, a wife and 
Church, ro whom he may be King, head, hus» 
b nd and Saviour, when there may be no true 
Church amonglt us morals, upon the face ofthe 
earth. For the making good whereof , they 
reach us, Thar che Souls of the righteous aſcend 
immediately into Heaven to God » there ro 
partake of preſent bliſs and glory : and that the 
Soul of the penicent thief went immedaately in- 
co Paradiſe, whither ( no doubr ) rhe Souls of 
many penitent theeves have gone fince, as ſure 
as that theeves Soul went thither : bur now the 
greatelt theeves crucifie, hangs rob and plunder 
men, and are neither crucified nor hanged, yet 
coe think upon that account to lodge their 
Souls there alio when they die, though they net» 
ther rep2nt, nor make re{tirucion® ſo much as 
Fudas did ; wherein they will (1 fear) arlaſt 
ftinde themſelves miſerably cozened. 

Theſe Do&trines being both true and doube- 
edby none but Herericks ; then Chritt hath a 
double ſupply of a Kingdome, wife, body and 
Church) the one in the higheſt Heaven andtie 
Other in Paradiſe : bur and if theſe Doctrines 
ſhould borh fail of making good the Pn 
of a Triumphant Church in Heaven « as 1t 15 
feared by many they will, in that rhzy doz pro- 
poſerwo different receptacles for the Souls of 
the righteous ) I ſhall mindchem of one mores 
better then borh theſe: ; namely, The bodies of 
wary of the Saints which ſlept, aroſe, and came 
ont of their graves afier Chriſt's reſurrettion, 
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went into the Holy City and appeared unto many : 
Theſe, I conceive, would much berter make a 
Triumphant Church in Heaven, then either or 
both of the other, whereby Chrik may be ſu 
plyed with a Kingdome,body, wife and Church, 
andall the ſuppoſed abſurdities inthe objeQtion 
prevented ; rhough Chriſt neicher now harh, 
nor never is like ro have (until the calling of 
che Jews ) any true Church upon the face of 
the earth. 

And as to his parallels of School and Teacher, 
King and Kingdome, (I fay ) a head-School- 
malter, being lawfully eſtabliſhed ſuch in any 
place, may afterward be ſo interrupted by rea- 
ſon either of war, or ſome contagious fickneſs 
there raging, as he may not have one Scholar 
left for him to teach ; doth this School-matter 
therefore loſe his right, or ſo much as his title 
of being head-School-malter ( eſpecially he 
readily attending ro perform that his office, 
when ever his Scholars ſhall return again to be 
raughr by him ? ) 1chink nor, 

And as to Chrilt's Kingdome (Ifay) ifChrilt 
at his Aſcenſion was a King ( as is granted by 
the objection ) andthen had no Kingdome ; he 
may alſo as well then be a head,a hushand and 
a Saviour without either body, wife or Church 
upon earth : bur Chriſt was then a Kine, 
yet had no Kingdome on earth , beczuſe his 
Kingdome was then, and is yet tO Come as may 
be thus proved, 

Chriltraught his Diſciples to pray, That his 
Kingdome might come ; a conſequence where- 
of 


| 1g) . » 
of would bezthat Gods will would then be done 
in earthzas 1t1s in Heaven, 

This prayer was by the Apoſtles left to fol- 
lowing Chrifitans, and hath been ever ſince, and 
yet.is uſed in the world, and the will of God nor 
being yer done in earthas it is in Heaven, ſheys 
plainly, that Chriſt's Kingdome was not then 
NOr is yet COME. go 251 | 

The general conformity. to the will of Gog, 
both of Jewes and Gentiles » and their ſub- 
Xx&ion to Chritlt in the time of his Kingdome 
and reign,is in many places of Scripture fnre- 
cold, as Pſa. 110. Thy people ſhall be willing in 
the day of thy power : conſonant to this, CAo- 
ſes prophekied, which is by Peter repeated,, Af, 

3+ 22. (thus) For c Moſes truly ſaid unto the 
Fathers, vA Prophet ſhall the Lord your God 


rasſe up unto you of your: brethren, like unto me, 


bim ſhall you hear in all things whatſoever he 


ſhall ſay unto pn And that the fulfilling of 
this 15 not ro be until the perſonal and ſecond 
comming of Chriſt , the three precedent ver- 
ſes do ſhew. 

And in P/. 67.7. God ſhall bleſs ws(1. e. Jews) 
and all the ends of the earth ſhall fear him : con- 
ſonant to.this, is Eſa. 2. 2> 3» Zac. 8. 23,be- 
fore cited, | 

Likewiſe Zac. 14. informs us of the-coming 
of the day of the Lord, ver. 1. of Chrilt's per- 
ſonal coming, ver. 3» 4+ & his being King over 
all the earrhin that day, ver. 9g. ofthe ſubje&i- 
on of all Nations to Chiztt, and their worſhip- 
ping of him, being then King at Jeruſakem» ver., 
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16, 17. even as it was foretold by the Ange 
to Mary, Luk. 1. 32> 33- That he ſhould be 
great, and that the Lord God would give him the 
throne of his Father David,and that he ſhall reign 
over the houſe of Jacob for ever : hereunto con+- 
cribute, Luk, 19. 1113. and Luk, 21.23 to 
33- where when Chrilt had ſet forth his perſo- 
n1l coming, and his redeeming of the Jews out 
of captivity, he then afrer all this cells them , 
That when they ſee theſe things come to paſs, then 
they ſhould know that the King dare of God will be 
negh at hand, 

Note,bur nigh thenztherefore not in beig 
his Aſcention, no: at any time fince. And aSto 
his conjecture » that. the Chrithan Church 
in this world, is the Kingdom: of Chrilt, and his 
only Kingdome upan earth, as ſone imagine ; 

| Theſe conceipts are already anſivered and re- 
fared, in the 24» 25> 26> 272 30, and 31. pages 
of the foregoing diſcourſe, | 

 Andas to the phraſes in Scriprure waich ſome 
ſtunble ar, (ſuchas theſe) The Kingdone 1s 
neer youzor in, yous ( this 15 ro be rendred a- 
mong you, as the margent in King James his 
Bible thews ) and the taking rhe Kingdom from 
one p2ople, and giving it co another, and the 
like:Taefe are to be underitood of the Goſpel of 
th2 Kingdom, being a ſpzcial means of ohrain- 
ing the Kingdome and that to be neerchem; 
or preachr among them, whereby thay mighe 
cone to inherit the Kingdone 3 forthe word 
Goſpel, or good nzyvs of the Kingdome, can- 
nor be the Kingdone ic ſelf : and by the phraſe 
of taking the Kingdom from any, is only _—_ 
che 


: hi "8, + Brews 
the taking from them the Goſpel, or means of 
their attaining the Kingdom, which ( in effe@ ) 
is the taking the Kingdome ir ſelf from them. 

Ic is evident therefore, though Chrilt was a 
King at, and eyer {ince his Aſcention ; yer his 
Kingdom is nor yernor will be, until che ſound 
of the Seventh Trumpet, When the Kingdoms of 
this world, will become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Chrit, thenceforth for ever, Rev. 11.1 5. 
Then, and not till then, ſhall the Heathen and the 
#ttermo#t parts of the earth, be taken into his poſ- 
ſeſſion ; alrhough his right thereunto, and Lord- 
ſhip thereof, was given him of che Father long 
betore, Pſa. 2. 8. 

The reſult of all which is this, That as he 
was a King before his Kingdome was ſer up ; ſo 
night be be made Head and Saviour before his 
Body or Church was conPitured ; and ſo may he 
remain, whillt the Church is extinRt driven or 
Wirhdrawn from off the face of the earth, as 1c 
mult needs be, when al! that dwell upon the earth 
fall worſhip the Beaft, Rev. 13. $. and when the 
way of God is not known uponearth, Pſal. 67. 2. 
For although the relation between a natural 
head and irs body be ſuch, as neither can ſub- 
fiſt without the other ; yer ir is not ſo berween 
Chrilt and his Body the Church, being ſpiricu- 
al> as by and by I ſhall make appear. 

And therefore to that part of the objeAion, 


No body, no head ; I ſhall here offer him this | 


ſhort Dilemma : Chrilt ( heing made Head of 
his Charch at his Aſcenction ) either had 4 
Chritiian Church then upon earth, or he had 
none z it none} then was he a head without a 
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body, a husband wichour a wife ; an d if he had 
One, then there was one before char rime : for 
there were very many, andas many baptized 
Diſciples and b2leevers before his death, as 
there were art or after his Aſcenrion, until the 
powring down of the gifrs of the Spirit, andthe 
converhon of three thouſand mentioned 1n 
Att, 2, 
Hou elſe could he have been ſeen of mor? 
then five hundred Brethren ar onc2,1nd of many 
other of his Diſciples, with whom he converſed 
at leaſt forty days afterhis Reſurre&ion, and be- 
fore he Aſcended? 1 Cor. 7 would [tin know of R. B. If be 
I5. 5» & Cc. eAt.l. 3, and bis fellow-Members of bis C:- 
Andif any of theſe were as wg, ay _— Eris = 
© ® r Matter, Ora C7 CApaci i" 
, Chriſtian Church, be- Memberſhipin Chriſt Body 6." es 
fore his death, or be- ww. thea theſe Apoſtl2s,, Diſciples, 
fore his aſcenſion » then aid Brethren were in, before Chr:/ 
there was a body and wife Aſcealtd : theſe bid tru: futh ant 
before h2 was made a 


baptiſm, bath he and vis ſellow-inrmm- 
head or husband. Or elſe 


bers more of trier ? Lihink ot, but 
that it will be foun4 ( upon due exa- 
thus : eicher theſe were 
a Chriliizn Church be- 
fore Chrilt aſcended or 


mation) 10 com? many degrees ant 
is many reſpefts ſhort of the others, 
How then canthcy be a tie Church, 
aud the o:her avne ? 


they were not : If 1e ſay 

they were, then there was a body without a 
head ; if heſay they were not, then there was 
no Chriſtian Church upon the errth » for cer- 


' ain dayes after he Aſcended,and until the gifts 


of th2 Holy Gholt were powred down upon the 
Diſctples, mentioned in Act. 2. Andrhen for 
thit diitance of ct 12:3 herw2en his Alcention and 
his pow:1ag down of thel2 gifts, rhere was a 
head,buc nv body. Ler him nov chuſe which of 

H 2 cheſez 
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theſe he pleaſe, ſince eicher ofchem invalidates 


his objection, 


And indeed the very truth is, That theſe were 
nobody or Church of Chriſt, until they had 
theſe gifts of the Spirit poured down upon them 
mentioned ,M&. 2. preſently afrer which (bur 
not before ) they were denominated a Church, 
being thzn formed into ſeveral Spiritual mem- 


berſhips, for the feveral Offices and ſervices of 


th: whole body : like as the ſeveral members 


Now f theſe giſts of the Sp:rit 
formed Members, an haut them t9- 
gether, and alſo ro their head, from 
whom they received nouriſhm:at , 
growth, au1 increaſe of the whole by- 
dy (as 1s moſt evident ) they then nt1- 
ther were nor could be any body 'or 
Church of Chriſt, uat:l the powring 
down of the gifts of the ſpirit upoa the 
Diſciples at Pentecoſt,(ten dayes after 
Chriſts aſcention; ) when it 1s granted 


by the Objeftor, he was inveſted into 


Headſb'p:aad 1 ſuppoſe it muſt alſo be 

ranted,that this Head-ſh'p was con- 
Fred upon bn before that time, ev'n 
at bis Reſureftion : for how elſe 
could he preſently after and be- 
fore bis Aſcention have told his Liſci- 
with Thar all yower was given unto 

im both in Heaven and in Earth? 
Aat. 28.18, * 

But all power had nt then b:en given 
tobim, if the Headſhip or Lordſhip 
over his Church had been omitted 07 
ſuſbcnded until bis Aſcention. 

This Jeſus, God raiſed up, and 
made him boch Lord and Chriſt, 
Att. 2:35, 36. And be was the 


cf . a Natural Body ate 
ſerviceable to the body : 
unto which the Apoſtle 
plzinly alludes, and com- 
pares the Church, 1 (or. 
12, where he alſo tell; 
them, That they having 
cheſe ſpiritual gifrs,were 
enereby all of them bap- 
tized into that one body 
of Chrilt > by that one 
Spirit 3 before which 
they were not of that 
t ody, nor ſutable matter 
for Memberſhip in that 
—_ body of Chrilt 
their Spiritual Head and 
husband : Even as the 
Apoltle writing to a true 
Church, Rom. $. tells 
them That if any ( of 
them ) had nat the $ pirit 
of Chriſt, the ſame was 
more of bu : (1.6, none 

of 
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of his body ;or]Church, ) 
which ts as a building futly 


framed together, groweth 


to an holy temple in the 


Lord, in whom they were 
builded together , for an 
habitation of God through 
the Soirit, Ephe2.21, 22. 
& Rom.1 2.4>545 we have 
many Members mm the bo- 
dy, and all the members 
have not the ſame office; ſo 
we being many are one bo- 
dy in (Brifliand every one 
members one of another 
holding the head, from 
which all the body(by theſe 


firſt barn from the dead] of every 
creature , that in all things he 
mighr have the pre-eminence, Col. 
1.15,18, For nothing was left that 
ſhould not be made ſub jett unto bim : 
but neither then, nor Fuce, are all 
things attually made ſubjeft unto him, 
although he then was aftually crown- 
ed with the Glory and Honour of 
Lordſhip over all things, Heb, 2.«, 
6,83, 9. which hereafter are robe 
aftually put in ſubjetion unto him, as 
theſe Scriptures witneft, Pſal. tio, 
1. Aﬀt. 2.34335, 36. I (07, I5. 
24425326,27, 28, Phil, 2.849, 10g 
11,Heb, 1.6,13. and 10. 12,13. 
All which ſh:ws the imbecility of 
the objeftion, being compoſed meerly of 
non-ſcquirurs, 


vifrs of the Spirit, as by joynts and bands ) ha- 

ving nouriſhment miniſtred, and knit together in- 

creaſeth with the increaſe of God, Col. 2. 1g. 
Wherefore this learned Objector may as well 


and as ſoon truly define a Natural body withour 
members or joynrs and finewszto knir them ro- 
ether, as todefine a true Chriſtian Church or 
y of Chrift,wichour theſe gifrs of the Spirit. 
For ſee we not how the moſt learned on all 
fides,flounder and fall before each other in their 
definirions of a true Church and each differenc 
party challenging their definicion to be trueſt , 
and the true Church tobe among them ; each 
crying, Loe bere, and loe there ? as ifthe Church 
of Chriſt, when and where it 1s, will not be per- 
ſpicuouſly and diltin&ly diſcovered ( as a light 
ſztupona hill) co all beholders, even by her 
' 43 own 


(20) 
own eminency» and by thar divine light and 
mou which alwayes did and will accompany 
er, without the help of blind guides with their 
dark-lanthorns of humane Arts and Sciences to 
diſcover and find her out. This conlideration 
alone, is ſufficient to evidence, That rhe true 
Church is withdrawa fron the earths or ar 
leaſt ſo far renovedsthat we know not where to 
find it. | | 

I ſhall inſtance in the definicion made by one 
of the be(t reformed Churches(even the Church 
of England) as it was molt adviſedly framed by 
the wiſeſt and ableſt of them, and then publickl 
held forth in the Articles of the Chick whic 
they ſoutly defended again(t the world ; inſo- 
much as whoſozver would not conform there- 
to, was obnoxtous to cenſure; and being a Mi- 
niſter,was liable co be reprobared and calt our as 
refuſe andunſavory ſalt. 

In hy Article it is - yoma ma 
Vide vifible (hurch of (hriſt w a (ongre- 
gation of Fankful men, in the Uh the pure Sed 
of God ts preached, and the Sacraments be duty 
adminiſtred, according to Chriſts Ordinance, 

Now ler a Hz:athen bz rold, that by cheſe 
marks he may know the true Chutch, may he 
not then demand how he ſhall know the pure 
wordof God when it is preached? &c, mult he 
not then be cold, that he mult know that by the 
rrue Church ? andthen again may he not ask» 
How, he may know the true Church?and mult he 

not then again bz anſwered,That he mult know 

the true- Church by their preacking the pute 
word of Gol, & c. 

And 
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And thus may he run the roung again and a- 
oain to the worlds end, and be never the neer- 
er knowing the true Church, until he return a- 
gain into his own countrey> and there or elſe- 
where learn undoubtecly to know whatthe 
pure word of God is, when it 1s preached, and 
what the due adminiltration of the Sacraments 
is according to Chriſt's ordinance : andas ſoon 
as he hath learned undoubredly to know all 
theſe, he may then return hicher again if he 
pleaſe, and find our the true Charch of Chriſt a- 
monglt us as ſoon as he can. 

But how unlike are cheſe marks unto thoſe 
which Chri/t himſelf gave to know his true 
Church by, Mar.16. 1718. Theſe ſigns (hall 
follow them : In my name theyſhall caſt out Devils, 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall take np 
ſerpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, « 
ſn all not hurt thems, they ſhall lay hands on the ſich, 
and they ſhallrecover, Unto this alſo accords 
St. Paxls Ceſcription of a true Church, 1 (@r. 
12.28. God hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt, 
Apoſtles; ſecondly, Prophets; thirdly;teachers;after 
them, miracles; then giſts of healing, helps, go- 
vernments, divers kinds of tangues, And accore 
dingly Ancient Chriſt:ans judged theſe gifts of 
the Spirirz to be abſolucely neceſlary ro the be- 
ing of a true Church: for Enſebizs informs uss 
Thar one c:ades diſputing with certain He- 
reticks, proves them no true Church, or righe 
Chri#tians, by the diſcontinuance of the gifts 
of the Spitic amongſt them (thus: ) If chat ag 
they ſay, after Quidratus ard Ammiias the Phila» 
delphian, ehoſe women of Montanus [acceeded in 
H 4 the 


(122) 


the gift of Propheſie, Let them ſhew who afterward 


ſucceeded Mentanus, and his women. ; for the 
Apoſtle thinketh good, that the gifts of Propheſie 
ſhould reign inevery Church, even wnto the end ; 
but now for the ſpace of theſe fourteen yeers 
ſince Miximilla dyed , they are able to ſhew us 
not one Euſeb.lib.g. chap. 1 5+ 

And ſo modern Authors likewiſe doe judge 


theſe gifts rieceſſary ro the being of a true. 


Church : forin a Book. intituled The Dogrine 
of Baptiſms, ſet out 1652. by a nameleſs au- 
thor ( ſuppoſed to be CAM. Dell) in page 122. 
1's afſerred, Thar as Spirir-Bapriſme makes us 
one with Chriſt the head;ſo with the Churchzthe 
Body, 1 Cor.12.13- for by one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body, x hep 

Anda litle after he ſaith, There are no more 
of that Charch , which is the body of Chriſt- 
then they that are bapriſed with that one Spi- 


rit, 
. The truth of all which our Obje&or himſelf 
ſo far acknowledgeth, as ( in his Preface torhe 
ſecond Part of his Saints Reſt ) torell us, That 
they ſpake with Tongues before people of ma- 
ny Nations ; and that it was not One, nor one 
hundred, bur multitudes of Chriſtians that had 
one gift or other of this ſort > either mira- 
cles ſpecially ſo called,or heal- 


. He might have ſaid, Noroze, 1g» Or propnecie, Or Longuess 
but bad one ſuch gift or other. &c. and for proof there- 


of, he citeth 1 Cor.1 2./far. 

16.17. both which Scriptures mention manifelt 

eifts,and outward and viſible works of the Spiric 

Only; and not inward inviſible workings h_ 
n 
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And he likewiſe tells us, Thar theſe manifeſt 
eifts did remain in the Church, ar lealt chree 
or four hundred yeers after the Apoltles. 

How eakie by theſe gifts might any Heathen 
having but the uſe of reaſon undoubtedly know 
the true Church, andall at once, without any 
circurncutſoes or wandrings hicher and thither 
to finde her ? 

And fince a true vihble Church is here defi- 
nedto be a Congregation ; I quere, *When or 
where this Objectors Catholick Church(where- 
of he profeſſeth himſelf a member ) was ever 
congregated ? Ithink he can hardly ell me ; 
and fit was never congregated, How then can 
he prove it tobe a congregation ( or Church, ) ,, , 
much leſs any true Church of Chrilt? the Elders , Thyf.,. ,. 
whereof are to feed and take care for all the flockycol. 3. 16, 
and the particular members thereof ought zo e- Heb-3. 13, 
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difie, admoniſh, and exhort one another dayly : but 
how the Elders and members of this his Catho- 
lick Church do, or can perform all theſe their 
duties, he need co inform us, before we can or 
ought to beleeve it ro be any true or viſible 
Church of Chriſt, 

I have been much the larger in anſwering 
this ObjeRion, becauſe I find the framer rhere- 
of, to build many great errors upon this fa- 
brick, founded upon meer fallacy and quickſand. 
But 1 now hope that upon his reviewsa ſpeedy 
way may be opened co him, no more to deceive 
others, nor longer to be deceived himſelf there- 
in ; itbeing an ingenuous; valiant, pious and 
vlorious thing in any many at any time, upon a= 
ny occafion:to forſake anerror and repent. _ 

n 


a p = $4; 5 Om IFS - 
4, 5 \ « F--Y A *'s 
- g d f 
« . ob % 
po 
; , a4 


" And rhat he may rhe rather be induced there- 
pnto, I ſhall minde him of one ar leaſt as wiſe 
and as learn2d as himſelf, viz, Mr. John Good- 
win,wellknown tobe both grave and judicious, 
againit whom the like Objection 15 made, by 
eMr. Pawſon ( thus, )” That notwithſtanding 
®' ſuch a purpoſe in Godto ſave whoſoever be- 
” leeves, all might periſh, and Chriſt be an head 
” \vichout a body, a King without Subje& , & c. 
 Hereunto, Jr. Goodwyn in his Triumwvirgs 
ag. 38. gives this ſober and ſolid anſwer tol- 
Line, viz. ” Theſe are offered under a pre- 
” rence of hign abſurdities, in caſe rhey were 
” truths, have nothing in chem but what even a 
” childe might readily vindicate from ſpch an 
” impuration. For what abſurdity or inconve- 
” nience 15 it, that Chriſt ſhould be an hea, 
”' alu ſignatoz1.e. a perſon fit or meet to make 
**an head, and not be an head ata exercito, 1. C. 
” not an head actually united to a body ? 
” chere is the ſame reaſon of his beinga King 
” alſo. When Solomon ſaith , That he had ſeen 
*) Prizces walking as ſervants on the earth, tccl, 
Ii. 7. hejnoger)) it no abſurairy toſtile thoſe 
** Princes who had no SubjeRs, nor any thing 
” elſe externally comporting with the ſtate 
” of a P:ince ; bur aſcribes unto them the ho- 
* nour and denoninationy upon the account of 
” their reruly noble , and Prince-like qualicies 


. and endownents : but belides the regular- 


” nefs and inoffenliveneſs of ſuc!1 conſequences, 
"it caſe rhzy were regularly deducible from 
*rheir premiſes , the clear truth 15> they are 

plain nan ſequ tars, 
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2? Ir dothnor. follow, that if all-men might 


.* periſh, that Chriſt ſhould be an head wichour 


” a bodys ora King without Subje&s 3. for 
” might he nar, yea, ſhould he not. have been 
x an head to a body of Angels , whether men 
” had been any parr of this body or no ? Are 
?* not Angels alſo now his SubjeAs ? Ifirwere 
” lawful tor him that 1s Orthodox to learn any 
” thing from a man that is erroneous, Mr. 
*> Pawſon mught have informed himſelf of theſe 


.” things, from pag. 438, 439> &c. as alſo from 


* pag« 215 216. of my Book of Redemprion. 
Thus far Mr. Goodwin, to whom I refer this 
our learned Qbje&tar, for -his betrer learning 
and information in theſe particulars. Ir being 
no ſmall cauſe of grief roſee a man ſo ſtudiouſly 
induſtrious as he is, ( with ſo much zeal for Gods 
and ſo much charity cowards men, as he ſeems 
co have ) tobe inſo many things ſo extreamly 
miſtaken, | : 


The Authors laſt farewell to his Reader. 


Reader), 

Be intreated for thine own ſake ( inthy per- 
uſal ofthe _ diſcourſes ) tolay ade all 
prejudice-which often ſoprepoſleſſerh rhe minds 
of molt, that ir quite puts out the very eye of 
the underſtanding , or ar leaſt ſo cranſports 
che whole mans that we can by no means relliſh 
or down with any thing that is contrary» Or 
different ro our education, or the approbation 
of the time and place we live in ; though _ 

| o 
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ſ6evidently made our unto as4to be both foung, 
wholſome and good ; for when ir is preſenced {6 
tobe, and that within our views we then uſu: 
ally wink with our eyes, le(t we ſhould ſee. 
This deadly enemy to our peace, is bredanc 
foſtered in ſome by ignorance ; in ſome, by per 
\. See Af, verſeand willful obſtinacy ; in ſome, by malicef 
+. . 19-245 10and in many by ſelf-intereſt and worldly emolus 
£4 36, men : but never habiruated or juſtified in any 
. bur by extream weakneſs, or exceeding gre 
wickedheſs. Wherefore be intreated, as be- 
fore » Firſts clearly ro rid thy ſelf of this evil 
Spiric;z and then ſeriouſly and impartially rc 
read and confider what is there ſid :; the; 
Lord give. thee a right underſtanding therein 
and the exerciſe: of a pure conſcience in a 


things. Farenell. 


Eraw my Lidging in London this 
fatal 3, of Sept, n658. 


